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shont  members  oxpressing  opinions  on
the Haor of the House and then absenting
ihemszelves when divisions are taken, applies
cqually to politieal parties as to individuals.
The world cannot be put right by Parlia-
ments, and every Government is confrontad
with the necessity to take most unpopular
nctions, and the most unpopular thing that
can be done to-day iz to sugrest even the
smallest of taxes to he paid by people near
the hreadline. But it haz to he done, and we
have to make a start somewhere. The
Leader of the Opposition suggests £2 a
week. T have alrveady indieated to him that
we propose to amend the Bill so that per-
song having dependants shall be exempt up
io £2 a week. So we ghall only be able to
tax the single man with wo dependants when
hie is receiving £1 per week. Even when we
view it from the standpoint of the man nan
relief work, there is no comparison between
the amount we have heen paying him and
that which is paid in any other State of the
Commmonwealth; and he will still be in a
hetter position than he would be in any f
the other States. Tn the eircumstances I
inust ask the Chamber to agree to the tem-
porary raising of this amount of money,

Progress reported.

BILL—CATTLE TRESPASS, FENCING,
AND IMPOUNDING ACT AMEND.
MENT.

Received from
fivst time.

the Counci] and read na

House adjourned ot 10.35 p.m,
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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.an., and read prayers,

QUESTION—GAS PRODUCER
PLANTS.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agriculturve: 1, HMave any tests heen made
by hiz department of the 1lerbert or any

other gas producer plant? 2, Has he any
information as to the alleged saving in

power of gas producer plants as compared
with petrol or erude oil plants? 3, Tf so,
will he make the information available to
farmers and others?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURK
replied: 1, No, but a publie demonstration
was urranged for, and earried out at the
Muresk Agricultural College. 2, No details
available, but from the result= of the de-
monstration mentioned it war evident that
a considerable saving would bhe cffected by
the use of a gas producer plant. 3, The
information obtained at the demonstration
referred to has bheen pnblished.

QUESTION—WHEAT FARMERS,
Number and Indebtedness,

Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What i the estimated total num-
her of wheat farmers in Western Australin,
arl whai is their toial indebtedness: that
is to say, those under the Agrieultural Bank
and those under ather hanks and finan-ial
institnttons? 2, Has the total increased, or
has it decreased, s'nee the 30th June, 19317

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The approximate liahility of wheat anrl
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wool farmers to the Agricultural Bank and
utider the control of that institution at 30th
June, 1932, is—DPrincipal, £0,953,283 Gs. 44.;
interest, £1,572,332 16s, #d. The figures re-
lating to other banks and finaneial institn-
tions are not available. 2, There has heeu
a deecrease in prineipal and an inerease in
interest,

QUESTIONS (2)—CHARITIES
CONSULTATION.

Remuneralion, ete.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister fer
Police: 1, Will he inform the House what
remunervation, hoard fees or honoraria, if
any, have heen paid (o the members of the
hoard eontrolling the WA, Chavities Con-
suttafion? 2, What expenses, allowanees or
fees have been paid to the memhers of such
hoard, and what amount has heen received
by eneh board member? 3, What was the
number of meetings attended hy  bhoard
members and  fhe remuneration paid for
each attendanee? 4, What was the number
and what are the names of the staff; their
remumneration or allowances, and the dates
of their engagements? 5, What amount of
money, if any, has heen paid to the Gov-
ernment Printer for work done and materinl
supplied for the consultation, and was that
amount charged up to the expenses of fhe
consultation? 6, What amount of rent has
heen paid for and on behalf of the eonsula-
tion, and to whom? 7, Are the books of the
consultation open or available for inspection
or audit by the Auditor (General, and, if
they are audited by a public anditor, what
i= his name, and what remuneration has
been paid for such auditing? 8, What com-
missions have heen paid on sales of tickets?
9, What cxcess numnber of tickets has been
sold. and what amount of excess prizes has
been given?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
1, ANl charges, expenses and management in-
cidental fo eharity consultations are under

the control of the Art Union Contrel Com-

mittee, snhject to expenses not exceeding
25 per cent. of the moneys received. Pro-
perly audited balance sheets are issued by
Messrs. Coombs, Whyte & Lissiman, of
Perth, which show thai the total deduetions
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are well under the limit, heine 19.3 per
cent., including 10 per cent. commission to
sellors of tickets.  These audited halanee
sheets were placed upon the Table of the
House. 2 to f, Subject to the above, the
engagement and payment of staff and other
expenses are entirely under the ceontrol of
the committee, and not under the direction
of the Minister.

Secretary’s Salary, ete.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Police: 1, What annunal salary does the
secretary of the W.A. Charities Consunlta-
tion receive? 2, Noes the seeretary receive
any remuneration from a publie eharitable
arganisation; if so, what is the amount? 3,
Are the memhers of the present charities
cansultation unpaid oMicr= of the organisa-
tion: if not, what amount do they receiva
per annum?

The MINTSTER FOR POLICE replied:
1, All charges, cxpenses, and management
tneidental to charity consultations are nnder
the eontrol of the Art Union Control Com-
mittee, subjeet fo cxpenses not exceeding 23
per eent. of the monevs received. Properlv
rudited bhalance sheeets are issued by Messre
("oomhs, Whyte & Lissiman, of Perth, which
show that the total deductions are well under
the limit, heing 19.3 per cent., including 10
per cent, eominission on sales of tickets.
These audited halance sheels were placed
upen the Tahle of the House. 2, Subjeet to
the above, the engagement and payment of
staff and other expenses are entively under
the control of the committee, and not under
the diveetion of the Minister,

QUESTION-—RAILWAY
COMMUNICATION.

Welcome Hills and Gibh Rock.

Mr. J. L MANN asked the Minister for
Lands : Will the Government give considera-
tion to {he extenxion of the l.ake Grace-
Karlgarin railway to serve seitlers at Wel-
come Hills and Gibh Rock?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
A survey is now heing  conducted from
Southern Cross 32 wiles southward. Prior
to eompletion, an extension of this surver
will receive consideration.
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QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT,
MYALUP CAMP.

Notice 1o Uen.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM  {without notice)
asked the Minister for Works: Ts he aware
that a nofice, headed “Authentie,” lhins been
di=played o the notice hoard at the Myalup
Camp intimating that the men are to be
viven a fortnight’s work on full time, after
which thev are to be put ofl. T =0, is the
information corveet, and has any provizion
bheen made tor their re-cmplovient at the
end of the fortnight?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
That is not quite corveet, There are 400
nieir to he put off after fhree weeks' emn-
ployment on full time. The information is
ahout five days old, and the three weeks wiil
commence from five days ago. After that,
another 400 men, having had {wo weeks on
full time. will be put off, and then at the
end of one week and three dayz, another 40i
men will bhe dispensed with,  The barrow
work witl hy then have been finizhed.

Hon, A, 3MeCallum: Has any provision
heen made for their re-rmployvment?

The MINTSTER FPOR WORKS:
vet.

Not

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Tieutenant-Governer re-
ceived and read notifving assent to the In-
- - . - .

dnztries Assistance Aet Continnance Bill.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX AS-
SESSMENT FURTHER AMEND-
MENT (No. 2)

Intraduced by Mr, Samp=on and read a
first fime.

: STANDING ORDERS
AMENDMENT.

Report of Commiitee.
MR, RICHARDSON (Subiaco)

[ move-——

That Standing Order 23a be deleted and a
new Standing Order be inseried in licu as
folloaws:—*¢2)n. The Chaitman of Committees
shali take the Chair as Deputy Speaker when:
ever requested so to do by Mr. Speaker, with-
out any formal communication to the House,
and Mr, Speaker shall nominate during every

[+417:
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session a punel of not less than two members,
who shall act as Deputy Chairmen of Com-
mittees, and shall also excrcise all the powers
of the Chairman of Committees, whuenever re-
quested sv to do by Mr. Speaker or the Chair-
man of Committees.’’

The amendment is n small one, but it wili
have the effect of giving wou, Mr. Speaker,
the right to call upon one of the temporary
Chairmen of Committees, or, as we propose
to termi them in future, Depnty Chairmen,
without entioning the fact to the House,
to =it in the Chair at any time when the
Chairman of Committees is absent.  Like-
wise, in your absenee, Sir, it will give me
the opportunity, as Depnty Speaker, to cal)
upon a Deputy Chaimuan of Committees to
take my plave and aet as Depuly Speaker.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
¢, G Lathom—York) [+.44]: [ do not see
any ohjeriion to the proposed new Stand-
ing Ovder. It gives effect to what has heen
the custom so far, although the Standing
Orders have not been cquite clear. TUsually
the Chatrman of Comnittees is the Deputy
Spenker, and other Deputy Chairmen are
nominated during a session. The new Stand-
ing Orders will simplify the position and
will enable those members to occupy the
hejroat any time,

Muestion put and passed.

MR. RICHARDSBON

1 move—

That Standing Orders Nos. 181 and 182 he
deleted and that the following new Standing
Ovders he substituted:—

181, When the yroposed minondment is
to leave out certain words, the Speaker
shall put the question, ‘‘Thai the words
proposed to be struck out he struck out’’
to be resulved hy the House in the
affirmative or the negative as the ease
may be.

182. When the proposed amendment is
to leave wat certain words, the Speaker
shall put the question, ‘“That the words
proposed to be struck out be struck out,’”’
which if resolved in the negative shall
disposc of the amendment; but, if in the
afirmative, another question shall be put,
““That the words of the amendment he
inserted "7 or ‘fadded,”’ “‘instead thetre-
of,”’ to be resolved in the affirmative or
the negative as the ease may be.

{Subineo) [4.457:

Tt is not necessary for me to say much about
this. Ever since T have heen in the House
there has heen confusion alike for the
Speaker, the Chairman of Committees and
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the member moving an amendment. Hitherto
when the amendment has heen that certain
words be struck out we have put it thay the
words proposed to be struck out stand paxt
nf the clause, and on many occasions I have
noticed that a member moving an amend-
ment has voted against his own amendment,
so confusing does he find the manner in
which the question ts put. Tt is eonfusing
even to Ministers, and so T think members
and Ministors alike will aecept this with
pleasure.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Tt is so confusing that
it onght to have heen amended years ago.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.48]:
The amendment will be a distinet improva-
ment on the existing Standing Orders, for
under it we shall be able readily to grasp
the position. During the first few years T
was in this Honse I frequently had difficulvy
in voting because of the manner in which
the question was put.  There is another
point T should like to raise, although pex-
haps not strictly relevant to the motion. [
understand the Standing Orders Committae
will be considering other amendments, and
T should like to draw their attention to one
or two possibilities. In some respects our
procedure involves a great deal of ntter
waste of time in the Mouse. For instance,
the giving of notiee by a member that he pro-
poses to ask a fquestion to-morrow is posi-
tively a waste of time.

The Minister for Railways:
them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: All of them. No-
body else is interested in a member giving
notice to ask a question to-morrow. In the
House of Commons a member hands his
notice to the clerk of the House and it ap-
pears on the Notice Paper next day. 'That
is all that is required. Again, at the appro-
priate time next day in the House of Com-
mons the question is called from the Chair,
and the Minister answers it. There is no
need for the absurdity of a member standing
up and saying, “I desirve to ask the question
standing in my name.” Of course he does.
The question is on the Notice Paper and if
he does not desire to ask it, what is it there
for? Again, in regard to the formality as-
sociated with the passing of Bills through
Committee, when the Chairman reports to
the Committee that a Bill is passed with or
withont amendments, the Minister or mem-
ber in e¢harge of the Bill has to move that

Some of
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the report be adopted. That could well be
put from the Chair. And then, when the
Bill passes the third reading, the Minister
moves that the Bill be passed and intituled
an Act, That could be put from the Chair,
together with the next snceeeding motion
that n messnge be transmitted to the Couneil
asking their concurrence in the Bill. As T
say, that also could well be put from the
(Mhair, for as we do it here it invelves a
waste of time. T, when a Minister, often
felt foolish in moving these formal motions
that could well be put from the Chair. Any
motion which is debatable, sneh as the mo-
tion for leave to introduce a Bill, conld be
moved in the usnal way, I raise these points
in the hope that the Standing Orders Com-
mittee will go into them and see if they
cannot save the time of the House by cutting
cnt formalities which serve no purpose what-
aver.

Mr. RTCHARDSON: I am pleased tha
[.eader of the Opposition has brought these
questions forward, bhecanse the Standing
Orders are now in the melting pot and we
shall he glad to have any suggestions that
memhers might care to bring forward.

Mr. SPEAKER: The committee are to
meet again next week to diseuss certain
other amendments, including the one the
Leader of the Opposition has just wmnen-
tioned. T feel sure it will he of great ad-
vantage and will result in saving the time
of the House if a number of these old ob-
snlete rules ave amended.

. -
Question put and passed.

MR. RICHARDSON (Sunhiaco)
T move—

[4.52]:

That the following new Stapding Orders be
adopted:—

29247, A dovument relating to publie
affnirs, unless of a confidential nature.
quoted from by a Minister of the Crown,
or such as should more properly be ob-
tained by address, may be called for and
made a public document.

224h. A document, unless of a cou-
fidential nature, quoted from by a Mem-
ber not n Minister of the Crown, may be
ordered by the Assembly to be laid on
the Table; sueh order may be made with-
out notice immediately upon the conclu-
sion of the speech of the Member wha
hag quoted therefrom,

This matfer was brought forward a few
weeks ago, and sinee there was nothing in
the Standing Orders dealing with it, the
committee decided upon this amendinent,
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which I think adopts what has heen the cus-
tom of the House.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) {+.54]: !
can see considerable discussion in fhe Honze
arising over this motion. Who is to intex-
pret what is of a confidential nature, or a
document relating to public affairs?

The Minister for Lands: It ¢ould not he
confidential if given to the House,

Hon. P. COLLTER: This make: it clear
that a Mlinister ean quote a document of a
confidential nature and not he called upon
io lay it on the Tablee Bat who is
zoing to deeide whether the document is
really of a confidential nature? Tt may
have to do with some important aspects
of a public guestion. But if it is marked
“personal”  or “confidential,” does thai
make it a confidential document within
the meaning of this proposed Stunding
Ovder? [f 3u, it would be wrong, hecause
the Minister could cuote from documents
having an important bearing on the subjeet
under discussion and vet. beeause a dosu-
ment was marked “confidential,” he could
rot he compelled to place it on the Table.
This Standing Order, if passed in its pre-
sond form, will give rise to considerable dis-
enssion in the future. We had such a dis-
cussion on the Bulk Handling Bill, which
T suppose was responsible for this amend-
ment.  On that occasion documents were
fqueted, but it was claimed they were of o
personal or confidential nature. Under this
proposed Standing Ovder anything could be
worked into a debate by a Minister, who
could then «laim that it was a confidential
docwment and se would not bhe available to
the House.  Any document quoted by a
Minister in the ITouse ought to he placed
on the Table,  Alternatively, il the docu-
ment be really of a confidential nature and
s0, aecording to the Minister, ought not to
he placed on the Table, then it ought not
to be quoted in dchate. If the Minister
quotes from a doeument, that document
ought to be the property of the House, while
if the Minister feels that it was given to
him in confidence and he cannot make it
available to the House, he ought not to avail
himself of {he contents of the doecument by
quoting it at all,

The Attorney General: How far would
you carry that principle?
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Hon. . COLLIER: 1 would strike out
the words "unless of a confidential nature.”
Fhat would leave it elear. Then if the Min-
ister quotes Erom a document it is a pub-
lic document to go on the Table. As I
have said, if it be a confidential document
he ought not fo use it in debate.

The Minister for Works: You would ap-
ply the =ame to a private member?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Certainly; to any
nember of the House, I have no rvight to
come here with u document lahelled “con-
fidential™® or “personal” and use it to fur-
ther my argument without placing it on the
Table sa that members might examine it in
full.  If it was thus available it might be
severely dizeonnted, as against the interpre-
tation the Minisier or member attached to
it. I nove an amendment—

That in line 1 of 224 (a) and 224 (b) the
words “‘unless of a confidential nature’ be
struck out.

- The Afttornex CGieneral: Are vou clear as
to a definition of the expression ‘“relating
to public affairs”?

Hon, P. COLLIER: [ question ihat, too.
1 should say it mean: any letter or doen-
ment if it relates to publie nifairs,

The Atterney General: Then you really
o so far ng to say that any document quoted
from by a Minister should be laid on the
Table.

Hon. 1", COLLIER: Yes I do.

The Attorney Gencral: Then if a Minis-
ter or member guotes from a document the
Fouse may insist upon its heing laid on the
Table? Tt wonld ent hoth ways,

Hon. P. COLLTER: Yes. but a member
has no right to use a doenment to further
his argument unless he is prepaved to lay
it an the Table, A memher might aquote
exteacts from a document, and if the whole
doctiment were known to members, a differ-
ent complexion might be put upon its eon-
tents.

The Minister for Railwavs: If an oflicer
made n reeommendation of a  confidential
nature to a Mimster, vou do not sugmest
that hecause the Minister read the recom-
mendation, he should present the whole of
the information gleaned in a confidential in-
quiry?  That is the danger,

Hon, P. COLLIER: I do not know,

The Minister for Railwnys: Take the Tax-
ation Department. Tf you quete a recom.-
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mendation of the Conunissioner of Taxa-
tion, you arc not sllowed to pive confidential
information,

lion, P. COLLIER: A Minister or mem-

ber could overcome that dilfienlty by saving

that eertain views were held or had heen
expressed by the Commissioner of Taxation,
an Under Seeretary or some other public
officer, without reading the document.

The Minister for Railwavs: Just as we
quote “Hansard”™ of the same session by
eovoriug up the volume with a newspaper,

The Atlorney General: The proposed new
Standing Ovder says, “ynoted from,” T
might <ay T find in a documeni the follow-
ing expression, and give it,

Hon. P. ('OLLIER : Quoting from a doeu-
ment, 1 take it, means veading the document
or parts of it

The Attorney CGeneral: Tt is something
niore than ihat, )

Hon. I’ COLLIER: That is what is geu-
crally understood.

The Minister for Railwavs: 1f a mawn
quoted Shakespeare, would he have to bring
the whole volume of Shakespeare’s plays
here?

Hon, P. COLETER: 17 T said that a Gov-
croment official had stated cevtain things to
me, T do not think that could he termed
fquoting him, but T should consider T wa=
quoting lene if T produced the ryeturn or
statement and rvead from if.

The Attorney {emeral: As the Minister
for Railways stated, il von quoted from
Shakespeare, the play might have to he
Inid on the Table.

Hon. 1. COLLIER: T know
difficulties, but 1 consider the proposed
standing order dangevous in ifts present
form. The difficulty is to frame a stand-
ing ovder that would meet the objeetion [
have raised and yet not unduly circum-
seribe the arguments of members. The
standing order as printed seems to be
rather too broad., Tt would impossible for
the Speaker {o decide whether a doenment
was confidentinl ar not. The Speaker
might be ecalled upon to give a decision,
and in order to do so he would have to
read the whole document. That would
not he satisfactory, hecanse members
would not be in a position fo dispute the
Speaker’s ruling unless they also had the
document.  Consequentiy, the ruling of
the Speaker wonld have to be accepted

there ave

| ARSEMBLY.}

willv-nilly, T suggest that the proposed
new standing orders be withdrawn and
further considered by the Standing Orders
Committee to aseertain whether it is pos-
sible to get something that will not un-
duly restriet members from quoting docu-
ments, and at the same time will be fair
to the whole of members.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (llon.
C. G Latham—York) [54]: The proposed
new standing orvders should be  rveferved
back to the Standing Orders Committee
for further consideration. I understand
the committee intend to eonsider  other
standing orders, and these can be dealt
with at the same tfime.

Mr, SPEARER:  We must dispose of
the wmendment moved hy the Leader of
the Opposition.

Hon. I". COLLIER: | ask leave fo with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdvawn,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T move
an amendment— '

That the proposed new Standing Orders
224 (a) and 224 (1) be referred baek to the
committee for further investigation and re-
port.

Amendment put and passed,

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
TAX ASSESSMENT.

In Committee.

Reswmed from the 20th October. My
Richardson in the Chair: the Minister for
Railways (in the absence of the Premier)
in charge of the Bill.

Clause +—kExemptions:

[Hen. P. Collier had moved an amend-
ment, “That in paragraph (b)) ‘one’ be
struck out with o view to inserting the word
‘two’ in lien.”]

Amendment put and declared passed.

The Minister for Lands: The
ment has not been passed?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes. T have declared
it passed.

The Minister for Lands: [ ealled for a
division,

Hon. M. F. Troy: No, vou did not.

The Attorney (leneral: Divide!

mnend-
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The CIHAIRMAN: | members
would speak a little londer. 1 did not hear
the Minister call for a division.

wish

My, Corboy: Surely vou are not going
to allow a divisien after the time that has
clapsed.

The CHATRMAN: L shall put the ques-
tion to insert the word “"twoe’ in lien of
the word struek out.

The Minister for Railways: We reported
progress on the amendment to streike ont
Hone' and insert fttwo.’

The CHATRIMAXN:
ment, and the amendment to
the word was earried.

The Minister for lands:
division.

The CHATRMAN: | did not hear the
hon. wember.  The question now is to in-
sert the word *“twe’ in lien of the word
struek out.

I staied the amend-
strike out

T ealled for a

Amendment put, and a division laken
with the Following resuli:—

Aves .. . .. oo 20
Noes .. e 21
© Majority against .. .1
AYES.
Mr, Corboy 1 Mreo Milljugten
Mr. Coverley Mr. Munsin
Hon. J. Cunningham Mr. Xulsen
Mr. Hegney . Mr. Fanton
Mixs Holman Mr. Bleeman
My, Johnson Mr, F. O L. Smith
Mr. Kenneally ' Mr. Trav
Mr. Lamond Mr. Wansbrough
My, Marshall v Willeack
Mr. MeCallum | M Wilsn
(Telier.)
NoEs,
Mr. Aungela roMr. ), I, Mann
Mr. Barnard v Mr. MeLarly
Ar. Brown b Mr. Parker
Mr. Church Mr. Patrick
Mr. Davy . Mr. Piesee
Mr. Ferguson ; AMr. Sampsen
Mr. Grifithy © Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Keenan ' Mr. Thorn
Mr. Latham Mr. Wells
Mr. Lindsay Mr. North
Mr. H, W. Mapon (Teller.)
Pairs
AVES. ! NoEs.
Mr, Rapbae? Mr. Doney
Mr. Withers Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Callier Sir James Mitehell

Amendment thus negatived.

The MINTSTER FOR RATLWAYS: 7T
move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘twenty-one’’ he inserted
in licu of the word struck ont.
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Later | propose to mmove that the word
pound T be stenek oni and  the word
“ishilings ™' inserted in lien,

HON, S ¢ WILLCOCK: The Minister
ought to make n statement indicating what
aefion Cahinet intend to tuke as a result
of the deputation which waited on the
Depniy Premicr ye~terday.  Information
on that peint wouald put us in a better posi-
tion to diseuss this as well az the other
clonses of the Bill. all thot has been
said and done makes no difflerence to (he
poliey of the Government we ¢an go on
discusging the measure on its merits. When
we criticised this Bill  the fiovernmment

“asked us what alternatives we had to sug-

west,  oes this mean they me prepared
to listen to suggestions for amendments or
are they wedded fo their original propo-
We know (hat the tax is not a popu-
Inr one. and that the Government are not
satisfied with the proposal av it stonds.
Gienerally speaking, the whole pesition is

spl?

nnfartunate. Tf the Government will eon-
sider veasonable amendments, the first

thing to decide is that the meney reguired
shall he obtained by taxation. We ean then
discuss and means of raiging it
There will he no earping eriticism from
this side of the Honse. More monev must
be raised by taxation, We disagree only

Wavs

as to the manner in which it shall ho
raised. Some eight or nine years ago the

meome tax was 20 per cent. hicher than
it is now, and there was alsa a super fax
of 13 per eont. Tf we reveri to that posi-
tion the Stafe will receive approximately
£100.000 more from income  tax than it is
xetting now. TF that were agreed to. the
Bill belore us eonld he so amended ns o
bring in the balanee of £200,000. The
Comniittee could then arrange the details
as to how this money should he raised. TF
the interjection of the Minister **What
would von suggest™ was meant seriously,
to what extent would he he prepared to con-
sider our sugeestions?  He should say
whether he is open to reccive amendments
ihat will vender the measure less harsh in
its operations upon the people of the State.

The MINISTER FOR RATIAVAYS:
Does the hon. member seriously sugeest
that T should make o siatement as to the
intentions of the (iovernment eoncerning
the varions clauses contained in the Rill?
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Hon, J. C. Wilicock:  You asked what
snggestions we had to olfer.

The MINISTER IPOR RATLWAYS:
This is a Bill of a temporary nature. FPro-
visien hias been made for the eollection of
the iax only up te the 30th June next. 11
is not proposed to make auy sevious amend-
inent to the Bill except what is outlined on
the Notiee 1aper,

Mr. KENNEALLY: Tt would be ridien-
lous Lor the Committee to agree to the in-
sertton of “twentv-one shillings” in lien ol
{he pound already struck out, The Mintster
mighr as well move fo insert “tweniy s<hil-
lings an <l sixpenee.”  He is only plaving on
the feelings ol the people. He woulid he
showing o graceful appreciation of {he
pasition in which the Committee finds it=elt
17 he gave the Leader ot the Opposition an
oppu: bunity to amend Ihe elause in the way
dusived,

The Mimister for Rumlwavs: Fhe Commil-
tee defeated that amendient.

Mr. KENXEALLY : The Minisier is tryv-
ing to get out of the diffienlty Wy inserling
thi= other sum. 10 he wants to make the
Government look ridieulous, he had hetter
persevere with the amendment, hut it wonld
not do justice o those who are (o be taxed.
There =honld he a snh<t:nfial increase in
the amonnt ol exemplion  granted,
inerely an extra shilling.

not

Amendment (to strike ont “ome pound™)
put, and a division taken with the tollowing
result :—

Aves . .. .. Lo
Noes .. . .. 20
Majoritky for 1
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. J. |. Mann
Mr. Barnard Mr. Mclarty
Mr. Brown Mr, Parker
Mr. Church Mr, Patrick
Mr. Davy Mr. Piesse
Mr, Ferguson Mr. Sampson
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Keenan Mr. Thorn
AMr. Latham M. Wells
Mr. Lindsay Mr. North
Mr. H. W. Mann (E'eller.)
Noes.
Mr. Carboy Mr. Milllogton
Mr. Coverley Mr. Munsie
Hon. J. Cunningham Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Hegney My, Panton
Miss Holman Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Inhngon Mr. . C, L. Smith
Mr. Keoneally Mr, Troy
My Lamond Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Marshall | Mr. Willeock
Mr. MeCallum y Mr. Wilszon

! (Teller.)

[ASSEMBLY.]

Aanendment thus passed.
The MINISTER FOR
I move an amendinent—

That the
inserted in

RAITLWAYS:

words ‘“{wenty-one shillings™ be
liecu of the words struck ount.

Hon, A, MeCALLUM: | move an amend-
ment on the amendment—

e struek
lien.

That the words *ftweniy-one’’
ott, wad Ffthivty-nine ™" inserted in
The Minister =ticks to his old point that to
fax peaple on £1 ur zu per week is equitable.

The Minister far Railways: When did |
say that?

o, AL MeCALLUM: Fhat is the whole
Bill. It the Minister does nol believe in
taxing people on a pound or a guinea per
week, why ddues he propose surh things!
The time Hmnit in the Bill goes Tor Hitle, as
uther cmergency measures with time limits
have been re-ciaeted From vear to year. A
prineiple once estabhizhed ix difficult to re-
move, especially as two Chanbers have a
say regarding all these laws, The only ex-
cuse advaneed For this Bill is ihe need tor
The measure consti-
Goveriment's

halancing the Budgel.
tutes a repudiation of the
cleefion pledge 1o refrain From imposing

further tasasion: they even promised to
reduce  taxation. As oregards e so-
catled  vebates te be  granted  laler  in
the  vear anxone who  has lod o exper-

relds rom
decline

ience of  feving tu ohlain
the  Taxalion  Department
to bhank on recovering a tax paid under this
imensure.  The single man—a Lird of pas-
sage—in 99 cases out of 100 will not know
how to apply Lor a refund, amd will not
trouble to mak: applicatton.  The murried
nman with a home in the town has a better
chanee, being alde personally to worry the
department every now il then.  Even the
sustenanee man wili Liave to pay. with a for-
lorn liepe of sieing is money baek., [ know
of an appeal for 2 yelund of taxation which
15 two yvears old, pad o which the depart-
ment have pob yet ojven a decision.  The
exenptions under the ineome tax are low
enonon: men snenkl e allowed sufficient to
live in reasonable comfort.

My, KENNEALLY: The Minigter's
amendment  would  grant  practieally no
lavger exemaption than that proposed by the
clause ns printed, whereas fhe amendment

will
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o the amewhnent would srant an exemyp-
tion of almest £100. The man varning £100
a year has plenty of uses for his incoe
hefore he vayvs taxation The Government's
eouces<i i 1o the wman or the zirl on £1 per
week is fo make the cxemption 21s. in place
of €1, Yesteniny a deputation, representa-
Hive of nmey people in this State, waited
npon the Aeting Premiee to place before
it the gue-tion of viving attention to the
Ugeralion ot this Bitl.  One of the proposi-
lions was the exeinptien of those in receipt
»f the basic wage,  Possibly this i o ges.
lure in that Wirection; it may represent the
axtent to which the Guevornment desire to
meet the wishe- of Al deputation.  The
feputation acked that the exemption be
raised From 205, to 725, and the reply of
the Minigiry given throuzh the Acting Pre-
mier was that the exemption would not he
50 ratsed, hut that the CGovernmentr were
prepared to eonsider the necessity for those
seople for whom an appeal was made to the
axtent of raising it from 20s to 21s. Tf
‘hat is the attitude of the Minister, the peo-
ple should know. T hope the amendment
noved by the member For South Fremantle
will he carried.

Hon, J. C. WILLCOCK : T appeal to the
Government nor to fake aetion whieh so far
s not heen taken in any other country in
‘he wide workl.,  In Queensland, South Auns-
ratia and Tasmania taxation is not levied
mineomes of less than £100,

The Minister for Railwaxs: li s

Hon. .J. . WILLCOCK: Tt i3 not. In
Cictoria there ix a tax of 1d. in the pound,
mt we have exeeeded fhei with our hospi-
al tax of 1344, Tn Queensland, Yew South
Waies and the cther States, there is nn
axation levied un incomes of less than £100.
t ik ar w2'l ta know where we are, and it
5 well for Minizters to know exactly what
het are doing. Tt is supporting a prin-
iple which doez not exist anywhere clse, Ts
hat our onlv proposal to lift the country
mt of itz depression? Surely we have nof
ot to that stage that we have to adopt steps
hat ave not followed in any other countrv
w the world. .\ case has certainly heen
nilt ap for the recasting of the legislation.
“here have been sufficient alternative pro-
wals from this «ide of the House and the
fovernment should give sympathetic and
avourable consideration to them. T should
ike to hear some justification for the Cov-
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ermment’s proposal other than  the neces-
<ities of the Treasury. Whoere we disagree
is a2 to the method of raizing the money.
The only justifieation that T have heard for
the CGlovernment's proposals iz that we inust
have the money. The Government should
take advantage of the offer made by this
side ol ihe House, which, T am sure, would
meet with the approval of many members
an the Ministerial side,  Sixpence in the
pound iz too muech to take from people in
poor eircum~tances and T urge the Govern-
ment—it is not too late to do =o—to recast
their proposals and submit a measure of
equity and justice to those who are in nn-
fortunate circomstances, The Opposition
are prepaved to assist the Government to
pass o taxation weasure which will give the
amount of money it is desired to raise,

Mr. MILLINGTON:  The Mintster's
amendment comes under the headine of
wentemptuons" ke the verdiets for a

farthing dmmages,

The Minister For Railwavs: _This will
earry ensts,

Me, MILLINGTON: The Minister
prepared to give way to the extent ol a

WS

shilling regarding the principle he has
mlopted,
Hon. . Collier: He did not give way;

he was defeated, Tnoa "ash of generosity,
some of his supporters deserted him,

Mre. MILLINGTON: There is an omi-
noux silence on the part of the Minister’s
backers. They adhere to the principle. but
it is one¢ they know they are ashamed of
and therefore allow the Minister alone to
defend it.

The Minister for Railways: Members
on your side do not give anvone else a
chanee to speak. )

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The principle is
like an unwanted bahyv: no one will lool:
after it.

My, MILLINGTON: The inister’s con-
tention is that this represents the only
way by which the money ecan he raised as
required aml so he wants a flat rate. That
is entirely different from the aceepted
principle of taximg on n graduated scale.
The Minister objects to that on the seore
that money raised on the graduated secale
will mean the withdrawal of money from
industry. That is sheer nonsense. Toes
the Minister suggest that under the flat
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rate, money will not be withdrawn lrow
indvstry? Of couvse it will. The money
that he will take under that heading would
have been used to purchase goods that
will  not manifactured  hecaus=y
there is not the money with which people
can buy them. During the war taxation
wias leviedd on the pgraduated hasis, and
the rate was raised, A super tax was im-
posed and the Commonwealth  imposed
special taxation. B

now  he

Even the rax mnder dis-
eussion could be collected on a sradnated
seale, and thus eonform to the established
practiee throughout Australin.  When the
man in reeeipt of a large salawry puts in
his imcome tax return. he will deduet the
amount it takes to earn his =alary, But the
man in receipt of £1 a week, under the
Minisier’s new proposal, will not be al-
lowed fo dedugt a tram fare. Even with
the amendment that has been agreed to.
the Mimister has his exes on an extended
field of taxation among those who are n
receipt of the bare living sustenance rate
of 23s. No wonder we have heard of the
Attorney (eneral’s referenee at  Wagin
to the solid support the Government have
regarding this tax. Government membhers
support this pernivieus principle bui will
not defend if. The Premier threw the
Rill into the rvimer and left it to the in-
genuity of the Minister for Railways to
secure its passage. The Minister and his
supporters should give reasons why the
flat pate prineiple should be adopted in
preference to the graduated seale,

Sitting .'-A'usp(—mle(f from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. HEGXEY : T hope the amendment on
the -amendment will he agreed to, for it is a
reasonable one, Mueh has heen said of the
unjust nature of this impost which is sought
to be placed on persons who ean ill afford
to pay it. If there is a large sum fo he
eollected from people on lower incomes, at
all events we have not heard of it from the
Government. There are 9,000 workers on
half-time employment receiving only £1 a
weck ahove sustenance, and thousands more
on mere sustenanee. How is the tax to be
paid by those persons, many of whom have
beon out of work for two or three years an:l
have suffered every conceivable privation
during that period? In my electorate mun-
bers of persons have heen sleeping on the

receiving only £1 per weck is wrong.

[ ASREMBLY.]

feor with only bugs to cover them. They
are in dive distress, yet they will be ealled
wpon to pay this tax, We should give rea-
sonable exemption to these on miserabls
pittanees, who ought wot be enlled npon io
pay taxation at the same rate as those en
higher =alavies. Tt i= in every sense unjust,
and T hope that even now the acting Trea-
=urer, who when Leader of the Labour Party
wis vegawded as a kind-hearted wman, will
wive eonsideration 1o the amendment on the
amendment and advise the (overnment to
agree to it

Hon. W, 1, JOANSON: The Commitlee
by its vote has declared that to tax a man
The
Committee did not strike out the £1 in owder
fo make it 21s., hut did it for the purposa
of  substantinlly  raising  the exempiion.
Mr, MeCallum has proposed that it shall be
A TF the Minister will accept that, he will
find ample time hefore the taxation is pnt
into force to adjnst the position by gradn-
ating the tax to make up the difference be-
tween 23s. and 39s. The Minister's finaneial
advisers will he ahle to tell him what the
difference between the two represents in the
agoregafe tax, and the Committes can then
kelp the Minister to put through an nmend-
went providing that the difference shall be
made up from higher incomes. Let the Min-
ister aegreo to the 39s. aud if he finds it
means too great n loss, let that loss be made
wood at the expense of those on higher
salaries.

Mr, F.Co L, SMITTH: Sinee this tax is
to» be on a flal-rate basis, it i1s important
that there should he a reasonable income ex-
cmption. The exemptions provided in the
Bill do not take into aceount the obligations
of the taxpayer. Whilst a man drawing the
hasle wage might possibly be able fo meet
his obligations and pay the tax, a single
man earning only £1 a week will not be abla
even to meet the obligations due to himself,
will not he ahle to subsist on £1 per week.
Since no reganrd is taken of the obligations
of the taxpayers, it is important that the
salarv exemption should be on a mueh
higher basis than is proposed by the Min-
ister. Althongl the Bill provides that old
age and invalid pensioners shall be exempt,
as a matter of faet they are not to he ex-
emipt except after going to a considerable
smount of trouble. ®ven in the financial
emerwency lexislation recently passed by the
Tederal Government an old-age pensioner i3
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permitted to earn £32 per annum and still
Araw £19 10s. per annum in- pension, or n
total of €71 10s, per annum. TUnder the
kospital tax legislation the onus is on the
employer to see that the employee pays the
tax. Tlew is an employer to know whether
his employee, professing to he an old-age
pensioner, is in fact a pensioner? So too
in regard to the question whether the em-
plovee is wmarried, iz the responsibility »n
the emplover if the employee is found to be
single after he bhas declared himself a
married man? The Minister says the Act
is to last only eight wmonths, but I notice
amongst the clauses certain provisions re-
ferring to the first vear of assessment. Tt
seems Lo indieate that the intention of the
. Governiment is that the tax shall remain in
foree indefinitely.

The Minister tor Railwaxs: This Bill dees
et impose the tax.

Mr. T C, Lo SMITH: But it provides
the machinery for eollecting it.

The Minister for Railways: This measure
imay continue  indefinitely, but the tax may
not.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Evidently the
Minister is not prepared to advance any
reasons against the amendment to make the
amount 3=, The Government should con-
sider fthe position of people who are just
able to exist.  We shonld not call upon such
people to pay a tax of 44l in the pound.
Members on the Government side seem to
have been struck dwmhb; they are not pre-
pared to defeud their action. The whole of
the people are interested in the measure and

should be informed of their position. 1t is
the Minister’s duty to justify the Govern-
ment’s proposal to levy the tax.

Mr. PANTOXN: A largre number of hlind
people are working, and they .1'cu'i\'(=, in ad-
dition to the invalid pension, more than 21s.
per week. Have we reached the stage when
charituble organisations are to reguest the
public to subseribe to such an institution,
and then, when the money is paid to the
blind immates of the institution, it iz to he
taxed? The Minister knows that the May-
Iands institution is ran at a loss.  The chief
object in providing work for the inmates
i5 to keep their minds occupied. Obviously
they are umable to earn the amounts
paid them. To impose taxation on such
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carnings is extraordinary., 1T do not know
how the blind are faring sinee the invalid
pension was veduced. T the tnvalid pension
is exempted under this measure, how much
further will the exemption he carried?

The Minister For Railwavs: It is definitely
stated in parazraph (a) that they are ox-
empted.

Mr. PANTON: For what is the exemp-
tion, for the pension or for the man receiv-
ing it?

The Minister for Rajlwavs: The para-
graph savs that the lollowing persons are
exempt, and amengst thoze persons is one
in receipt of an old age or invalid pension,
whatever other income he has.

Mr. PANTOXN: | hope the Commissioner
of Taxation will take that view: | douht
whether he will.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAVS:
The question under diseussion denls entirety
with single men having ne dependants with-
in the horders ot the State—nn obligations
except to themselves.  We eonstider that to
ask them for 4%d. when they receive 2ls.
in eash is not impusing a tremendous Lur-
den.  Tf the tax were piled up for a year
and they were asked to pax tie lof, there
might be some objection.

Hon, A, MeCallum: What about a single
wirt?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
A single giv]l carning £1 a week should ftall
into line with the single man, I know it is
unpleasant to have to impose any form of
taxafion. To wy knowledge there has never
been a popular form of taxation.

The Attorney General: Except the tariff.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
MAddvocates of the warviff do aot tell the public
that that tax is imposed not only on the man
wha i= earning pounds shillings and pence,
but on the food of the haby and on everv-
thing that is consumed. We propose that
when a man earns cash to the amount stip-
ulated he shall payv 434d. to help tide the
State over a difficult pertod. This will bring
us into line with eonditions in other parts of
Australia. 1 ko not know where the pesple
et the money to =pend o cross-word puz-
zles and newswords, A lot of munex is
found for those competitions. Qver £10,000
has heen raised For the cancer appeal.
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Mre. Wenneallv: You are not going to ase
that as an argument, surelv!

The JMINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I am merely indicating that a large sum of
money is available and nobody knows where
it is coming from,

Hon, W. IL Johnson: Why not tax that
surplus casgh?

The MINISTER FOR
We want to take 4id, of it,
enly 1} chances in a newsword competition.
This provision deals with single  persons
having no dependants and ne rexponsibili-
ties. Nearly every State of the Common-
wealth starts ot £52 a vear and diaws no
distinetion hetween a single man and a sin-
gle man with dependants, We provide that
if o single man Ims depemdants, he shall he
treated as o mnrried wan. The Treas-
urer has said that this is an emergeney tax
only., There is still a diflienlt time ahead
af the State.  Fven if husiness and indivi-
dnals experience the benefil of a recovery.
the State will have fo wait much longer to
feel the effects. Whoever may he in office
will have o diflicult time to finance the af.
fairs of the Sfate up to June next, Monev
musgt be obtained by taxation, by vefusing
to render the services we are rendering. or
by asking for additional payment for the
services rendercl, Nobody wants either of
those methods adopted. This legislation
provides for a man to pay 4%%d. the moment
be receives the eash, Most taxpavers would
be content if all their taxation were um-
posed ou that basis so that they would know
precisely what their obligations were. The
aggregation of taxes hecomes a burden to
the man in receipt of a small wage or sal-
ary. It would be impracticable to impose
a supertax under the ineome tax Act. Un-
der the income tax Aet a marvied man may
earn £8 per week and pay no tax. Such a
man may have four children dependent on
him, but I think he should he in a position
to bear part of the burden. T regret that
the Government eannot accept the amend-
ment on the amendment.  We would be
pleased to aceept it if cirenmstances were
different. What we are compelled lo do is
an unfortunate, unpleasant and unpopular
thing, but notwithstanding all that, we have
to faee the position,

RATLWAYS:
1t s equal to

[ABSEMBLY.]

Amendment on  amendment (Lo insert
“thirty-nine shillings™) put and a division
taken with the following vesult:—

Ayes .. - .. .20
Noes .. R o221
AMajority against .. .. 1
AYES,
Mr, Corboy Mr. Millingtoo
Mr. Coverley Mr. Munsie
Hon, J. Cunpingham Mr. Nulsen
Mr. tegoey Mr. Panion
Miss Holman Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Johnson Mr. F, C. L. Smith
Mr, Kenneally Mr. Troy
Mr. T.amond Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Marshall Mr. Willcock
Mr. McCallum Mr. Wilson
(Teller.)
NOEa,
AMr, Angaele Mr. J. I. Mann
Mr. Barnard Mr, McLarty
Mr. Browa Mr. Parker
Mr, Church Mr. Patrick
Mr, Davy Mr. Piesse
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Sampson
Mr, Grifiths Mr. Seaddan
Mr, Keenan Mr. Thorn
Mr. Latham Mr. Wells
Mr. Lindsay Mr. North
Mr. H. W. Manu {Teller.}
PAIRE,
AYrS, Nous.
Mr, Collier Sir Jomes Mitchell
Mr, Raphael Mr. Daoney
Mr, Withers Mr. T, M. Smith

Amoendment on amendment  thus

tived.

nega-

Amendment put and passed.

The MINTSTER FOR RATIAVAYS: I
move an amendment—

That in paragraph (c) the words ‘‘or value
of sustenance supplied for serviees rendered’’
be struck out.

Amendment put and passed,

Hon, P. COLLIER: T move an amend-
nent—

That in pacagraph (¢) the words *'ffty-
two'’ be struck out with a view to inserting
““one hundred.??

[n the previous paragrapl the Committee
decided 1o substitnte for £1 the words
“twenty-one shillings.” This paragraph
provides for an income of £32 a year as
the lowest which shall hear the tax. Para-
graph (h) deals with salary or wages and

this paragraph deals with income, including

snlary or wages. The amendment, there-
tore, iz on all fours with the principle we
have been debating, that is, that those in
receipt of an income of £100 shall net ko
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taxed.  This paragraph will affect taxpay-
ers other than those we have dealt with un-
der paragraph (hi, 1 want to ensure that
those who pay tax under thiz paragraph
shall not do =0 unless thev are in receipt
af an meome of €100 a vear. We are not
justified in taxing those whose income i=
1 a week, even if they have no other ob-
ligations besides themselves.  The Minister
sald we were dealing with persons without
dependants.  Ts it sugwested that any per-
son in receipt of £1 a week ix in a posi-
tion to pay this tax, which, with the hospi-
tal tax, represents a Jos ol Gd. in the
pound? An income of €1 a week is not a
living income.  No other Siate in Austra-
liaw s doing this.  Vietoria ix taxing people
on £1 a week, but only at the rate of 1d. in
the pound. In New South Wales a simi-
lar tax «does not apply to anyone in receipt
of less than £2 a week,

Hon. J. . Willcock: Aud that State is
reducing its dehit balance by £10000,000.

The Minister for Railways: Tasmania is
taxing at the rvate of 4d. in the pound on
incomes of £52, and South Australia im-
poses a tax up to 2s. 3d. in the pound, start-
ing at £100 a vear.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the tollowing result:—

Ayes . .- .. Lo 20
Xoes .. .. .. o2
Majority against .. .- 1
AVES.

Mr. Corboy Mr. Millington

Mr. Coveriey Mr. Muansie

Hon. J. Cuhninghamn . Mr. Nulsen

Mr. Hegney Mr. Panton

Mivs Holman Mr. Sleeman

aslr. Johnson o FUC Ll Smidth

Mr. Kenneally Mr, Trow

Mr, Lamond Mr. Wansbrough

Mr, Marshall My, Willeock

Mr. McCallum Mr. Wilson

(Teller)
NOES,

Mr. Angelo Mr. J. I. Mann

Mr, Barnard Mr. McLarty

Mr. Browan Mr. Parker

Mry. Church Mr. Patrick

Mr. Lxavy Mr. Piesse

Mr. Ferguson Mr. Sampsoa

Mr. Grifiths Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Keenan Mr. ‘Thorn

Mr. Latham Mr. Wells

Mr, Lindsay Mr. North

Me, HoOW. Mann {Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T
imove an amendmeni—

That |..ragraph (d) be struck out, and the
followiny inserted in lieu:—**(d) in receipt
of salarv or wages exceeding one pound a
week but under two pounds u week, and hav-
ing no other svurve of income, or in reeeipt
of ineome including salury or wages exceed-
ing fifty-two pounds & yvear but under one
hundred and four pounds a yvear, who prove
to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that
they are regularly maintaining or contributing
to the maintenance of one or more members
of their family who is or are resident and
domiviled in Wostern Mustralia.’’

The objert ix to provide that a married
man with dependants, or o single man or
single wowan with dependants, shall be

exempt from this tax wntil he or she
reaches an income of €2 per week.
Mr. 1. ¢ L. SMITH: The Minister

has not explained what is the emplover’s
ltability regarding this tax. s it the same
i~ in the cose of the Lospital tax?  THow
= the employer fo know whether an em-
plovee 1s exempt or is liabhle under this
measnie

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
taxpayer has to satisfy the Commissioner
of Taxation through the employer that he
huas some dependant as’set out in the in-
terprefation.  The employer would not be
wailty of an offence in connection  with
this matter: the taspaver would have to
an-wer for himself.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Does the Bill em-
power n wman to ge to his employer and
sav, **The Commissioner of Taxation has
exempted me [rom this tax beeause I have
dependant=’’?  There is no provision by
which fhe emplover can satizfv himself
on the point.

The Minister for Railways:
he a wmatter for regulation.

Mr. KENNEALLY : Suppose an employ-
et ha~ three or four ewmployees elaiming ex-
emption. Is he fo refer to the Commis-
sioner of Taxation in each ense? The
Bill dpes net =tate what is to be done with
the Commissioner’s authorisation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In other
Mustralian Siates the casnal employee has
a book to which a ecertificate is  attached.
If he works for three or four people dur-
ing the weck, each of them enters in the
hook the ameunt which the man has earned
from him: and it is the duty of one of
the emplovers to see that the tax is paid,

That will
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In connection with this measure a book
similar to that nsed for the hospital tax will
he used.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: There is a
ereat deal of trouble at Geraldton over
men working for three or four employers
and earning a total of about 15s. per
week. The tax is deducted from each of
the several amounts earned from each em-
ployer.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: Surelv the
words “salary or wages” used in the amend-
ment are superfluous.  Personally T seem
to he getting off lightly, but T am econ-
cerned about the man who eannot afford
to* pay 414d., which is taken out of his
necessities.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Not
being a draftsman, T did not draft the
amtendment. Apparently the draftsman
thought it necessary to separate the tax-
payers. Tn one case a man may be taxed
at the source, and in the other case not.

Mr. . C. L. SMITH: The paragraph
should surely he in conformity with the
previous  amendment, and the amount
should he 21s. per week instead of £32 a
ALELLN .

Mr, KEXNEALLY : Some lawyers might
argue that an amoennt was received from
salary or wages and other income. In-
stend of ‘‘two pounds’’ there should ap-
pear £34 12s.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
ask leave to amend wmy amendment by
striking out ‘‘one pound,’’ in line 2. and
inserting ‘‘twenty-one shillings” in lieu.

Paragraph, by leave, amended.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T move an amend-
ment on the amendment—-

That in line 2 of proposed paragraph (d)
““two’’ be struck out and the word ‘*four’’
inserted in lieu.

The Minister for Railways: That means
£4 a weck?

Hon, P. COLLTIER: Yes. T am propos-
inge that marvied people and those with de-
pendants, who are in receipt of £208 a year,
shall he exempt. All that has been said
with rezard to taxing a single man in re-
ceipt of £1 a week applies tenfold to mar-
ried persons in receipt of £2 a week. T
want again to make it elear that the mem-
bers of the Opposition are not opposing

Tore us.
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these clauses of the Bill heeause they do not
recognise there is need for additional reve-
nue. We fully understand that if the Buad-
get position announced by the Premier is
to he met, even thongh that will leave us
with a deficit of npproximately £750,000, ad-
ditional taxation is necessary and we are
prepaved to assist the Government to ob-
tain the total amount requirved, including
what is necessary to make up any deficieney
caused hy wnendments to the Bill to meet
our objeetions, hut not Iy the methods sug-
vested by the Government, We have put
up strong arguments in favour of raising
the £300,000 by other methods or by a com-
hination of methods. We lave =suggesi

raising portion of the money under ouw
existing income tax legislation hy eutting
out some of the deductions and exemptions
now allowed and hy providing another por-
tion of the tolat mmotnt under the Bill be-
1f the single men on £1 a week
and marrvied pevsons or persons with de-
pendants. who are in veceipt of £2 a week,
ave exempted, we will support the Govern-
ment in their endeavours tg raise the neees-
sary funds by other means, Who ean say
that we ware justified in levying a tax of
id. in the pound on married persons, or
on those with dependants, who are in re-
ceipt of such a micerable salary ag £2 a

week?  SBurelv it is elear to evervone that
such people will not he able to payx
a tax out of snch a small salarv. T

received o letler fo-day from a man who
has  six  childeen,  the cldest  heing
21 years of age who had been in employ-
ment for five vears in a good position, hut
lost it two years ago owing to the de-
pression. That man has one givl at work
and she i3 earning 10s. a week. Apart
from the man's own salary, that is ail the
money that is being earned by the members
of that family. TIn his letter to me, he sets
out his income and the details of his expen-
diture. Tis salary is £233 a year, which
may he regarded as fairly reasonable, hut,
when necessary and unavoidable deduetions
ave made, it amounts to £161 only. That
man will have to pav the tax levied under
the Bill on his gress income. The Bill runs
counter (o all aecepted prineiples of taxa-
tion. No exemptions or deductions will he
nllowed from income and people will he
taxed on money they have actoally puid
away in varions forms of taxation, on in-
surances and so forth. Tt is a monsirous
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thine. | ann sorry the Bill has been made
a1 party guestion, Members of the Labour
Party are usually accused of veting accord-
ing o party decisions, hut we have never
diseussed this matter.  Personally I have
not disenssed the Bill with any member of
the Opposition. and every member on my
side of the Honse is free to act as he likes.
1f we may rely upon what haz appeared in
the Press, (lovernment members have heul
a joint party meeting amd have been com-
mitted fo support the inignitous provisions

of the Bill without baving heard an argn--

ment against them,

The Minigter for Railways: Do you know
of o single taxation measure that has not
been a party watter when it has heen intro-
dueed by the Governmeni?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt depends. 1f the
taxation is in accordance with our platform,
it i o party matter with us.

The Minister for Railwavs: That is not
the question T put lo vou.

Hon. . COLLIER: Speaking for the
Labour Party, a taxation measure that is
not inelwided in our platform and introduce
hy a Labour Government, is not a pariy
matfer.

The Minister for Lands: YVou would not
introduce sueh a Bill unless you had the
backing of vour pariy.

Hon. P. COTAIER: On more than one
oveasion we have been refused fhe support
of our members when we have submiiterl
iaxafion proposals {o them.

My, Marshalt: [ voted against the hospi-
tal iax and there were others who voted
against it foo.

The Minister for Railways: You knew
what the numhers would be first.

Me. Marshall: Ne, T did not,

Hon. P. COLLIER.: It is evident from
ihe silence of Government members that not
one of them dares to speak against the Bill,

Mr. Kennesllv: They dare not let them-
selves wo.

Flon. P. COLLTER: It is little wondar
thai the Attorney Creneral, when speaking
in the Chret Southern district, expressed
appreciation of the magnificent and loyal
support the Government had received from
memhers =itting behind then.

Mr. Panton: The hest disciplined party
ever in thi= Hlouse.

Hon. PP, ("OLLIER: The Attorney Gen-
eral was justified in
opinion.

his expression nf -
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Hon. W. 1), Johnson: You are not quite
fair. The imember for Avon and the mem-
ber for 7 .lson dectared against the Bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER : They declared
against it, hut (nok good care to be awayv
when the vote was taken,

Mr, Grittiths: How could I he here whoen
I was an my way te Merredin?

Hon. P. COLLIER: You are here fo-
night and what are you going to do about
matters that have heen discussed this even-
ing! They are of greater importanee than
that involved in the vote Iast weck.

Hon. W. 1. .Johnson: At any rate, the
member for Avon was not on hiz way fo
Merredin,

Hon, . COLLIER: He was here.

AMr. Griffiths: T was on my way to my
Leme.

Hon, P, COLLLEK: The hon. member
was on hiz way to the corridor when the

division took place.

Mv. Grifliths: Nothing of the sort.
i= abzolutely false. )

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member
was still here when the division took plaee.
What doe< he intend 1o do regarding the
amendments woved this evening? TF the
Government had a majority of two or
three and he knew they were perfectly
safe, the member for Aven would prob-
ahly have voted in avcerdinee with his
conseience. but when the voting was 20 to
21, he knew where he had {o go when
the whip was cracked.

That

The Minister for Railwnyvs: Tivery Gov-
ernment must carry on with the support
of their followers: it could not be other-
wise,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Labour Govern-
ment carried on with  the =support of
their followers so far as they were pledged
hy the pariy platform to extend that sup-
port, bt members were free on matters
outside the party platform. DMMembers on
this side, as the Minister knows from ex-
aerience, have refused to be hound to vote
in the House for anything to which they
are not pledged by their platform. But
here we have a silent vote. T svinpathise
with the Minister, who has to earrv the
hurden of the arrument and whose utter-
ances are reported, and whe will he blamed,
whereas every one of the 21 behind him
are erqually responsible with him.  Those
oitside opposed to the Bill will eoncen-
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trate upon the Minister, who has heen
compelled to voice the atlitude of the
stlent majority behind him.  We are to
tax the married man with a family to
keep, with rent to pay and other obliga-
tions out of £2 per week, whilzt in our
income tax we have to-day a lower rate
ol tax than cexists in any other State of
Australia.  That is the attitude of  this
(lovernment: tax the sustenance man  on
£1 a weck and the single wman on £1 a
week, and the warried man on €2 a week,
hut do not raise the ineome tax on men with
big incomes to the luvel that the taxpay-
ers of the LEastern States have to pay. The
Government say, “*We have the lowest in-
come tax in Australia, but leave it where
it is and let us grab the pennies and six-
pences from men on £1 a week and £2 =
week.”” Tn the past the principle has al-
ways heen vecognised that taxation shonld
be levied according to a person’s capacity
to pay. Consider income taxation in the
Fastern States: A man with a taxable in-
cone of £1.000 from personal  exertion
pays income tax in Vieforia £62, in New
South Wales £100, in  Sonith  Australia
£112, in Queensland €122, and in Western
Austealin £33, Is it any wonder that the
Premier is faced with difficuities at the
Lioan Council when these comparative fig-
ares of taxation are quoted to him? Yet
this Government propose to leave our in-
come tax at £33 and put this emergency
tax on men who are getting only £1 or £2
per week. If our income tax were al-
ready up to the level of the income tax
in the other States T could understand
the Government declaring they had no re-
eourse hut to impose this emergency tax.
but whilst our ineome tax is to be left as
it is, the single man on £1 a week and the
married man on £2 a week will have to
pay on the mere excuse that the money
mast he raised.

My, Angelo: This new tax will put on the
£1,000 man an additional impost of abont
£20,

Hon. P. COLLIER: And still he will be
the lowest-taxed man of his clags in Aus-
tralia. The figures T have yuoted regarding
the other States are for income tax only, on
top of which in three of the other States
there is also the emergency tax to he nief.

Mr. Angelo: But those lignres you have
auoted may include the emergency tax.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, P, COLLIER: No, they relate ony
to income tax, 1o two of the States, South
Australin znd Tasmania, there is no emer-
geuey tax, but their income tax has heen in-
crensed aceordingly,

The Minister for Railways interjected.

Hon, 170 COLLIER: Then it mnst have
been wvery reeently.  LE (he Minister says
he knows it for a faet, | will aceept Kis
statement, bul it is not generally known.
Those figures 1 bave quoted represented tax
on ineames Trom personal exertion.  In all
fhe States but Western Australia the tux
i5 muech higher on ineome from property,
Thus, in Vietoria the tax on a net income of,
EL,000 From personal exertion is £62 and
From property £499: in New South Wales an
inconte frow personal exertion it iz £3100
and Fean property £116; in South Australia
on income from personal exertion it is £112
and fron property L1438 in Queenslnd, on
income  from personal exervtion it is £122
and on propercty 0146, The Federal tax on
incoine from personal exertion is £38 105,
and from properiy £163, but, as L have =said,
in Western Australia, whether the income
in derived from persanal exertion or from
property, the tax remains the same, namely,
£33 18s. 4l

Mre. Angelo: Bur the taxpayer has to pay
the Tederal fax also.

Hou, I’ COLLTER: And sy have the tax-
pavers in all the other States. The aftitnde
of the Government is, foree through the Bill
b rax the down-and-out people, the sns-
tenance workers, the unemployed, the single
man on £l and the married man on £2, hat
at the sanme time ket us stand by a lower
income tax than obtains in any other State
in Austeadia How enn the Goversunent
Justity that? Merely an the explanation that
the noney must be had, that they reguire
£3000000 this vear. The Opposition agree
that the money is necessary it o satistactory
budgetary positien is to he achieved.  We
will support any reasonshle measure of taxa-
tion which will enable the Guvernment to
mige fhe required amount, but not a tax of
this kind whilst the income tax remains as
it is. Tmagine all the 9,000 men vecently
sent cut to work n the eonnorv: imawine
the married men amongst them who may have
heen ot of work for long perinds: from the
lirst weekly wage of £2 thev rveeeive after
the passing of the Bill this tax will he de-
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The mwerit of the income tax is that
fa man las no income, he doesnt payx:
mly those with incomes pay.  If a man with
vonet faxable ineome of £1,000 pavs £33 in
axiation now, would it harm him te pay £60
isoin Victoria, or £10 s in New South
Wale<!  Can uot zuch a man hetter afford
o pay L0 i incole tax than ean a mar-
led man on £2 per week afford to pax this
proposed tax?

Flon, J. €. Willeoek: Fvery other Sate
e Nus-tealin ~vs

Ineted.

he van,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Every form of mxa-
fion hitherto introdueed in this or any other
State has always Lebd the principle that a
man shoitld he taxed aceording to his cap-
petity o pay.  Whai eapacity to pay tax
has nanan rearing a family on £2 per week!?
Amil & man with £L,000 of net taxable in-
ame mav be enjoving an actual iteome of
SRR ILis taxable incomwe is down to
C1,600 heeause he is able to deduet from his
actual income what he has paid in vates
and taxes and insurance. and the mainten-
tnee of his home and his childrven. [t he
spends £160 o year on the rezovation ol his
home, he can deduet tleat.

Mre. Chureh: No, he cannat,
they would aot let me dedoet it.

Hon, ') COLLTER : Well, the hon. mem-

I' tried, but

her  must have  approached  them  fact-
lesslv, tor (hey  let me  deduet it T
have received an allowance for the small

amounts [ have paid for the mainfenance of
my hone,  Other deductions arve allowed for
Incal rates and taxes, water. sewerage and
storm water rates, donations fo  eharities,
insurance preminmz and  ehildren.  These
deductions are made before the taxahle in-
come is assessed.  There 1z no stonewalling
ahorf this. 1t iz legitimale opposition te
an iniguitous fax.  The position could well
ave been met hy a combination ol a tax
of this kind spoen those who could afford
fo pay and by increasine the tax under the

ineonte tax Act, Tt =hould not have heen
met jn ihisn pettifogeing.  iniquiteu:  man-
ner,

Hon, X C0 WILLCOCK : T am s=abisfied
that, hail the Prewder heen here, he wonld
inve heen impres~ed with the arguments and
ficuros advanced by the Leader of the Op-
pesition, 1l 1T think he would have heen
prepavisl 1o meet w=. The fact of the Tre-
micr bheing alsenr i~ no reason why mem-
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hors apposate <hould adhere (o what was
surrested before he left.

The for Railwavs: Special
preading will wot get you anywhere.

Hou. J. C. WILLCOCK: There is ju-
tilieation for special pleading. Tt is mis-
placed loyalty on the part of members on
the Government side to refuse 1o concede
any amendment, notwithstamding what has
been said.  The Premier would have con-
sidered any amendment=. and the Minister
should aecept the responsibility during the
Premier’s ahsence,  Members oppesite seem
tearful of conceding anvthing lose it might
he said that they il something behind the
hack of the Premivr. When the Premier
reads what has been said, T think he will
reeognise Lhe reasonableness of the areu-
ments.  However, Minister. appear to have
welopted the attitude that, irrespective of
what is =aid, they will ahere to the original
proposals.  Conseyuently, the snaner we get
sver this dirty work of putfing the hoot
into the wage earner, the hefior, There is
not anuch satisfaction in being in Parlin-
ment when taxation of this kind is resorted
to,

Miss HOLMAN: | support the HLeader
ot the Opposition, | Teel that the Govern-
ment have not given members on this side
any consideration from the beginning of the
session. Almost from the day Parliament
et we have been pleading for considera-
ton for peaple who are down and out, for
thuse who are vy sustenanee and are re-
ceiving onlv o few shillings u week, insnf-
ficient to "kecp hady and sonl together, cer-
{atitly not envugh to enable them to cloihe
themselves,  IF the Minister took n few trips
into the country and saw the poverty exist-
ing amongst the sustenance workers, his
heart might be o little softencd. Me:nhers
on this side are inundated with letters ask.
ing .l'm- help.  Families in receipt of the
maximun amount of sustenanee and reljef
are not allowed anxthing for adult members
of the family, who have to eat part of what
is provided for the younger ntembers, I
~]|51!l. (uote a letter which might interest the
.\I.nnnl'er. Plave been told by him that eep-
tain remarks [ nade were only sob-stuft. The
lotter is from A owoman with a large family.
Her hushamit is on sustenanee and she

Minjster

| can-
not bny clothing for hey Family,  She can.
not et anvthing for rhe elder hoys who

have to remain at home and subsist on part
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of what is provided for the vounger child-
Nine people have to live on the sus-
She writes:—

rei,
fenanee,

I have known somg of the young men down
in the huts not having a meal—starving, no
foud, ne hoots, eannot even get a pair of
sandshoes, and if vou sce ). Seaddan, tell him
that is not sob-stuff,

The Minister for Railways: You will get
plenty of those letrers in the next 12 months
and will not read them in the House.

Miss HOLMAXN : [ hope to do my best for
the people | represent. When I had ocea-
sianr to approach Labour Ministers, T was
not insulted as 1 mn insulted by the present
Minister.

Mr. Kenneally: The easy way out would
be to change the Minister.

Mizs HOLMAN: To requive n mm on
£2 per week to pay Ml is to ask cuite a
fut, especially when lie hax a family to pro-
vide for,

Hon, J. ¢ Willcork: Sax 1s., inclnding
{he hospital tax.

Miss FOLMAXN: Quite a number of em-
ployees in the State Sawmills are working

four daxvz  amd  oecasionally  Hve days
a  weck. The men  working  lour
davs a week are receiving £2 85, That
is not as much as some of them would

get if they were on sustenance, for then
they would be allowed up to £3 per weck.
Those men on £2 8s, have to pay rent Ti=
7. a month, medical fund  Gs., sanitary
levy 3s., and hospital tax assessed on the
£2 8s. Now the Minister seeks te hmpose
an extra 4%d. in the pound teo relieve
people in receipt of higher salaries  and

wages of iheir just contribution by way

of taxation. At Holyoake there are vouny
men growing up and not earning. The
parents reeeive nothing for them because
the fathers are counted amongst the men
cmplaved, Other sustenance men who are
in rveceipt of the allowance are considered
to he eniployed, thus redueing the numhber
of unemploved, for which the Government
take eredit. 1f members on the Govern-
meni side have any justice in their hearts,
ihev will support the amendment of the
lLeader of the Opposition.

Mr. KENNEALLY : Some evenings age
we had a dissertation on the milk of
human kindness,  This amendment  will
eive members opposite an opportunity to

dewnonstrate whether there i= a semblance
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of that virtue in them. |If they allow the
Minisler to speak tor them, we shall not
get muelr illustration of it. A married
man ig allowed to earn up to £3 per
weelk on sustenance wark. He mav have
mwoir children “than  the number men-
tioned by the Leader of the Opposition.
Yet he Is restricted to €3 per week. Kven
if sueh a man has eight or nine ehildren
to keep, the Government will tax him, ITn
effect the Government say, “*We have al-
lowed youn to get up to £3 a week, though
you may aetunlly have earned more, but
that ix too much for your family and we
want some of it veturned to us.”’ The
mivrried man’ on sustennnee should not be
taxed.

The Alinister for Railways: Why  the
man on <ustenance? What about the man
o part-time work wmentiened iy the mem-
Ler for Forrest?

Mr. KENNEALLY: The umendment
wonuld cover him. | am nsing the sus-
tertance ntan as an illustration.  Tf there
s any of the milk of human kindness on
the Government side. surely it shonld start
fowing now,

Mizs Holman: I tlink it is stale, like
the ery of wark for all.

Mr. KENNEALLY: There ts an oppot-
fimity For the (overnment to excmpt the
people who cannot afford the fax.  The
Hlustration given by the [Leader of the
Qpposition of the taxation of higher in-
comes in the other States should convinec
the Govermment that taxation should be ap-
plied to sueh incomes and not to the earnings
of wen on the lower rungs. The amount
needed to meet Government requirements
could be casily obtained without carrying
taxation on hLigher incomes anywhere near
to the level veached in other parts of the
Commonwealth. Surely the Government do
uot desire to inflict hardship upon those who
are on the lower rung of the ladder. They
say they maost raise £300,000 by taxation. I
wonld point out that the same amount of
money conld be obtained by imposing morve
taxation on those who receive the higher in-
comes.  Are the Government desirous of
proteeting the veserves referred to by the
membher for Gasecoyne to the detriment of
those who have no reserves? I hope tha
amendment will be agreed to.

Hon. W. I. JOHNSOXN: I have laoked
through the veport of the Commissioner of
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Taxation to see whether the Government
woutd have any dilliculty in raizsing  the
£100,000 required. I find that in the eaze
of incomes hetween £201 and £300 the total
acgrerate of the incomes is £1,835,471. 1f
we take the incomes helween £1,500 and
D00, we  fird  that  the total s
L1,443,575.  The difference hetwren the two
zots of income iz only £100004. Tt would
he a simple matter for the Government 1o
craduate the tax se as to reecive more than
£400,000, W have no desire to prevent
(hem from getting the money to provide for
the relief of distress, but we do not want it
faken from those who cannot afford to pay.
There are many persons in receipt of con-
siderably more than theyv require in the way
of income, and those people are available
for taxation to the oxtent desired. The
amendment of the Lender of the Opposition
wonld prevent the perpetration of a grave
injustice.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: We
are dealing with single men with depeni-
ants, as well as with married men, Everv
Sfate has imposed such taxation as this, but
each varies from the other in the ineidence
of taxation. Tn Tasmania the tax is 4d. m
the pound on all incomes exceeding £32 a
yvear. Tn Vietoria the unemployment relief
1ax vommenees at 1d on £1, and goes up fo
1s. B an €4,

Hon. . Collier: Which is equal to 5d. in
the pound,

Hon, 8. W, Munsie: Do those taxes apply
to sustenance workers? ’

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYVS:
They apply to all. Tn New South Wales the
tax iz also applied in a diffevent way, No
two States are alike. Tt is regrettable that
we have to impase this tax, but we muozt do
it and we must start somewhere.

Mr. Wenneallv: What ahoat getting il
from those who rereive the higher incomes?

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am not the Treasurer. T am merely father-
ing the Bill which the Treasurer thinks e-
#irable. Diaes the member for Geraldton
sugeest that, had the Premior heen present
to-night, he would have aceepted the amen.l-
ments whieh have been moved by the Op-
position? Tf, when the Premier returns, the
hon. member can get an as=uranee from him
that he would have accepted these amend-
ment=, and it can be shown that T have not
performed iy duty properly in the abzenee
of the Feader of the Government, T will re-
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sign from Cabinet. The Treasurer asked
me to pilot this Bill through the House. Ti,
when he returns, he ean say he would nat
have supported me had he been here, my
position in Cabinet would hecome imp9s-
sible,

Hon. P. Collier: T think the member for
(iecaldton meant that the Premier would he
free to aceept amendiments which you, us
DNeputy Treusurer, were not free to ncecpt.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
The Premicr knew all the argument: the
Leader of the Opposition would use against
the Bill, and he =aid the cxemptions could
not be inereased. | am not shirking my re.
sponsibilities in this matter, We have trinl
to meet the position inoa better way than
was origimally proposed hy providing a
clear exemption belfore the tax is levied, and
hy providing also that there shall be exemp-
tions for those who have dependants. This
ix an emergeney tax and can only operafe
antil June next, unless Parliament is re-
nssembled before that time to re-enaet tha
measure.

Amendment on amendment put, and a
divizion taken with the following result—

Avyes 20
Nous 2]
Majority aguinst 1
AVES,
Mr. Corboy Mr. Millington
Mr. Coverley Mr. Munsie
Hon. .. Canningham Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Heguey Mr. Panion
Miss Holman Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Johnsen Mr, 1% () L. Smith
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Troy
Mr. Lamond Mr, Wansbrough
Mr. Marshal) AMr, Willcock
Mr. MeCallum Mr. Wilson
| (Tetier.)
NoES.
Mr. Angeln Mr. J. I. Maon
Mr. Barnard Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Brown Mr. Parker
Mr. Church Mr. Patrick
Mr. Davy Mr. Piesse
M. Ferpgusen Mr. Sampson
Mr, Griffiths Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Keenan Mr, Tharn
Mr, Latham Mr, Wells
Mr. Lindeay Mr. North
Mr. I W. Mana (Teller.)
Amendment on amendment  thus  nega-
tived.
Mr. WKENNEALLY: T move a further

mpendment on the amendment—

That the word ““twoe,”’ in line five, be
struck ont, nmwd ‘“four'’ inserted in lieun.

My object iz to ulter the weekly rate from
a pounil to a guiner. An anomalous posi-
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tion will be created it the amendment on
the amendment is not carried. The Minis-
ter’s contention 1s that the one proposal
deals with wages and salaries, and the other
with income that includes wages and sal-
aries, T intend fo fry to have the exemp-
tion of £32 inerensed to £54 12s,

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: The
amendment makes no difference. The para-
graph makes a commencement of this faxa-
tion. The excmption starts at £104, The
one proposition has no bearing on the other.

Amendment on the amendment put and
negatived.

Amendment, as previously amended, put
and passed.

[Mr Awgelo took the Chair.)

Hon. 1. C. WILLCOCK: T move am
amendument—

That the following be inscrted, to stand as
paragraph (£):—*‘(f) receiving wages arising
from a work declared by the Governor in
Council to be a work to provide for the relief
of unemployment, where such wages paid are
less than the basie wage as deelared by the
Arbitration Court.”’

Nobody can get wages on an uncmployment
joh unless he has dissipated absolutely all
his own resources Yet a man in such a
position is, immediately upon getting a job,
to he taxed. Persons thus cireumstanced
have heen told to sell blocks of land in
order to obtain subsistence. While they are
in receipt of the inadequate relief, their
clothes are wearing out, their crockery be-
eomes broken, and the home goes to picees.
In the country the man receives £2 ls. per
week, and on that inecome he has fo pay
inxation immediately.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following vesult:—
Ayes - .. .. .. 19
Noes .. .. .. L2
Majority against .. 1
AYES.
Mr, Coverley Mr. Munsle
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Hegney Mr. Panton
Miss Holman Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Johnson Mr. . C. L. Smith
My, Kenneally Mr, Troy
Mr., Lamond Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wlllcock
Mr. McCallum Mr. Wilson

Mr., Milllngton (Teller.)
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Nous.
Mr. Barnard Mr, McLorty
Mr, Brown Mr, Parker
Mr. Church Ar. Patrick
Mr. Davy Mr. Piease
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Richardson
Mr., Griffiths Mr, Sampson

Mr. Seaddan
Mr, Thorn
Mr, Wells

Mr. Keenan
Mr, Latham
Mr. Lindsay

Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. North
1 Teiter.)
PAIRS.
AYES. NoEs,
Mr. Collier Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Raphael Mr., Doney

Mr, Withers
Mr. Corboy

Mr, J. M. Smith
Mr. J. I. Mann

Amendment thus negatived.

Clanse 5—Tax in respect of incomes:

Mr. KENNEALLY: I move an amend-
imenf—

That in line 4 of paragraph (n) the words
f*{with the ¢xceptions hercinafter provided)’*
be struck ont,

The effect of my amendment will he to make
the exemptions allownhle under the Land
amd Income Tax Assessment Act applicable
to those liable to the tax under the Bill
If we agree to the clause as it stands =z
married persun with no children wilt have
to pay the tax just the same as will a mar-
ried man with eight or ten children. The
Iatter will not have the benefit of the exemp-
tions and deductions allowed with regard to
the income tax,

The MINISTER FOR RAILIVAYS:
I eannot agree to the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr, KENNEALLY: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 of paragraph (b) ‘‘the pro-
vises to Subsection 1 of Seetion 15 of that
Acet’’ be struck out.

It we agree to the proviso as proposed by
the Minister and say the tax shall be as-

segsed and payable without regurd to the

proviso to subsection 1 of Section 15, it will
mean  that none of those three provisos
shall bhe taken into eonsideration in assess-
ing the tax, We may be told we have made
an endenvour to increase the exemption and
have failed. Certainly we have had argu-
menl in regard to two of the provisos, bul
none on the third proviso, which enables o
man over 63 years of age and 2 woman over
60 vears of age to he exempt from faxation,
provided their income does not exceed £250.
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Yet we thu that by this measure the Gov-
criment desive to reach out and tax those
persons. L move the amendment in order
to prevent tha,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I am unable to accept the amendment,
largely for the reason that this i= based on
the method adopted in the Hospitals Tax
Aet, and the amount it i= estimated to derive
from the tax is subject to the tax being im-
posed on all fours with the hospital tax.

Amendment put and @ division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes - . . o019
Noes .. .. .. L2
Majority aeainst ..t
AVES,
Mr, Coverner I Mr. Muasie
e, Cunninghatn Mr, Nulsen
Mr. Hegney My, Panton
Misz Holman Mr, Sleeman
Mr. Johnsen ' Mr. F. C. L. Smith
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Troy
Mr, Lamond Mr. Wansbrough
Mr, Marshall Mr, Willeork
AMr. MeCallum PoMr. Wilsan
Mr. Millingtan ' (Teller.y
Noxs,
Mr. Barpard I Mr. McLarty
Mr. Brown ! Mr. Parker
Mr, Church : Mr. Patrick
Mr. Davy | Mr. Piesse
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Richardcon
Mr. Grifiths . Mr, Sampson
Mr. Keenan Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Latham Alr. Thern
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Wetls
Mpr, H. W. Mono l Mr. North
i (Teller)
Palrs,
AYES. Nowus,
Mr, Collier Sjr Jomes Milchell
Mr. Raphael i Mr. Doney
Mr. Withers YAl J. M. Smith
Mr. Corboy Mr. J. L. Mana
Amendment thus negatived.
Mr., KENXEALLY : 1 move an amemld-

ment—
That in line 3 of paragraph (b) ‘‘Subsec-
tions 2 and 3 of Section 13 Le struck ount.

the tax after the
»

This means of ecomputing
exemptions provided for in subsections 2
and 3 is in my opinion a better nethod
than is the proposal in the Bill. If we
agree to the exclusion of Subseetions 2 and
3 we =hall be agreeing to the inelusion of a
new svstem. The Government, in order to
get the money in_rapidly, decided that the
hetter method would be to collect the tax at
the ~ource. By collecting the ho-pital tax
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in that way, they have been highly suecess-
ful. The zvstem under the income tux Act.
however, has been sufficiently wood net to
worrant too great a departure from it.

Amendment put, amd a division faken with
the following result- -

Aves . .. . .. 18
Naes .. .. .. .oo20
Majority against .. ..o 2
AYLS.
Mr. Coverley Mr, Millington

Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Paoton

Mr, Cunaingham
Mr. Hegney

Misd Holman Mr. Sleeman

Mr. Jobhason M EOOL L Smih
AMr. Kenneally Me. Troy

Mr. Lamond Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. Maeshall
Mr, MeCallunm

Me. Wileock
Mr., Wilson

(Talier.)
Noes,
Mr. Burnard Mr. MeLartr
Mr. Brown Mr. Parker
Mr, Church Mr. Patrick
Mr. Davy Mr. Piesse
Mpr, Ferguson Mr. Richardson
= Mr. Grifiths DOMr. Sumipsoen
Mr. Keenan Mr. Seaddan
Mr, Latham | Mp. Thorn
Mr. Lindsay © Mr. Wells
Mr. H. W, Mann Mr. North
(Tetter.y
Parey
AYFa. ' NoOEs.
Mr. Collier ' 8lr Jomes MitcheN
Mr. Raphael Mr. Doney
Mr. Withers Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr, Corboy AMr, 1. I Mann

Amendment thns negatived.

Mr. KENNEALLY: T move an amend-
ment-——

That in line 4 of paragraph (b)Y the numeral
F9(3) " be struek out,

This relates to the provision for the exenmp-
tion up to £50 for repairs to the taxpaver’s
house, The Minister proposc< to tax noney
spent on repairs to houses. We want peo-
ple to spend money in that way in order
to provide emplovment. The mensure is
designed to relieve unemplovment aad the
(rovernment, in seeking to exclude that pro-
vision, will defeat the object. Pruviously [
urged that the money raised by ihe tax
should he paid into a speeial fund tor the
benetit of the unemploved. The Govern-
ment would not agree to that, and now they
propo-e to diseourage people from spend-
ing maney on repairs to thar homes,

Aiendinent put and newat‘ved,
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Hon. M, I, TROY: [ wmove an amend-
ment—-

That in line £ of paragrapl (1) the uumeral
£4(8)' be strock out.

T do not think the Minister will oppose
the amendment. Under the income tax
Act premiums or sums up to £50 paid by
a taxpayer on the insuranee of his own
lite or that of his wife or children or for
a deferred annuity or other like proviston
are cxempt from taxation. Similar de-
ductions shovld he allowed in this Bill. T
think every faxation measure that has ever
been infroduced in this I'avlinment  has
contained a provision such as this.” When
a taxpayer insures his life or that of his
wifa and children, ke is making provision
for the fwlure and gaavding against the
possihility of his being maintained by the
State. If we are geing to impose this sort
of taxation, let us sec that people are not

penalised for iheir expenditure in  pro-
viding for their infirmities,
Amendment put and a division taken
wiih the following vesult:—
Aves 18
9 [}
Noes .. .- . 19
Majority against . o1
AVES,
Mr. Coverley Mr. Miilinglon
Mr. Cunpingham Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Hegney Mr. Panton
Miss Helman Mr. §Iegman~ A
v, Johnsen Mr. B, L. Smith
Mr. Kenpesally Mr. Troy
Mr. Lamond Mr. \mesbmugh
Mr. Marshall _\%r. gﬁi;;mk
3 Mr. Wilson
Mr. MeCalium (Teiler-)
NoOEs.
ard Mr. Parker
M, Beown Mr. Patrick
Mr, Church Mr. Piegse
Mr. Davy My, Richardson
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Sampson
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Scaddsa
Mr. Latham Mr. T!IOI;TI
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Wella
Mr. H, W. Mann Mr. North .
AMr. McLarty {Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

AMr. KENNEBEALLY: | move an amend-
ment—

That in line + of paragraph (b} the nomeral
€(12)77 be struek ont.
Pavagraph 12 referred to in this clause
relates to the granting of exemption from
taxation of the sum of £G2 for eaeh child
under the age of 16 helonging to the tax-
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payer. If these exemptions arve net ap-
plied in the Bill, people with children

Junder that age will be called upon to pay

414d. in the pound on all their ineome
without any deduetion whatever.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: Ave we not go-
ing to get any statement from the Minis-
ter in charge of this Bill?

The Minister for Railwayvs: These are
similar to the exemptions in the Hospifal
Act. As this clause is based upon that
Aet there ¢an he no alteration to it.

Hon. A. MecCALLUM: The hospital tax
was imposed for a definite purpose and for
services rendered and to be rendered to the
contributors.  That is quite a different pro.
position fromw this partienlar tax. Hospi-
tal trentment was offered to all contributors
to the hospital tax, but this tax is to earvy
no services whatever, and the sum raised
is not even specifically carmarked for un-
employment. The two taxes are by no means
vomparahle.  The Ministey knows hé has no
ease, and that iz why he remains silent. To
grant no rvelief from taxation for heavy
domestic liabilities is to go to the very limit
of indefensible inequality. The Bill presses
upon the poorest, while protecting people
well able 1o henr some additional hurden.
Dissatisfaetion is felt hy hon, members op-
posite, but is not voiced in this Chamber.
Caucus methods are used by the present
Glovernment to #n extent never praetised by
this side.  The issue presented hy the Bill
has never been submitted to the electors.
The existing hospital tax eannot be com-
pared to the hospital tax proposed by the
Labour Government, nor to the tax origin-
ally proposed by the present Government,
The Bill will not help the unemployed, but
will help Consolidated Revenuwe, The Min-
ister ignores the cases put up by this side.
I bhelieve 1 am right in saying, in opposi-
tion to the Minister’s declaration, that in
New South Wales men on Government re-
tief pay no taxes whatever.

Mr. Kenneallv: And they receive child
endowment as well.

Hono A MeCALLUM: [ do not helieve
there ix any other British community whieh
fail= to take iuto account family respon-
sibilities when granfing exemptions.  Just
faney a man working in the country at £1
per week over sustenanct rate having to
find Gl in the pound to pay fhis tax! Many
of those men have been out of work for
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vears. The great majority of them are short
of clothing for themzelves and their families.
and have hurnt  their  dome<tic  utensils.
Was there ever a greater iniguity inieid
upon the conumunity than thi< raxation, with
not an exeuse advaneed in justification?
Rea~on dovs nob enter o the disenssion
and argument is unknown,  Divisions
Nseless; the brutal majority prevails. It is
degrading to Parlimment.  Sinee hetfore tea
no wember on the Government side of the
Houze has spoken,

HIRH

The Minister for Ratlwavs: There have
been heard a2 many voices as i previons
years.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: s the Minister
insinuating that our hospital tax was com-
pavable?  The Giovermment pledged them-
selves to the electors not o impose, hut to
repenal, faxation. Nouw they are forcing
through this iniquiteas measure.  There ix
no Parliament in Australia where the Leader
of the Opposition has made such a fair offer
to assist the Guvernment to raise necpssary
money as the Government received from my
Leader this evening. Was there ever a sng-
gestion of thai deseription made to M
Seullin when he was Prime Minister?  Ou
the vther hand, every opportumity was taken
1o degrade the Labour Parvty in the Federal
Parliament.

tion. M. F. Trox: How quiet Bertie John-
ston is now!

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: We have offered
lo assist the Government to et the maney
ihey require.

The Minister for Railways: Tn the way
vou want it. Every Govermment could get
money if they did what the Oppogition de-
sirved.

Hon. P. Collier: But ours is the fair way.

The Mintster for Railways:  That s a
matter of opinion.

Hono A, MeCALLUM: The Mimister for
Railways cannot get up and justify the fax.
That i= why he is so guiet.

The Minister for Railways: 1 shall answer
for my=elf.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Why don’t you try
to justify the measure?  Becanse Canens
has determined, reason cannot previnl, it
15 disgusting.  This tax will be present at
every meal in every home, and all the con-
sideration we gei in response to onr appeals
is, "We cannot aceept the amemlment.”™ T
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is wrong to insinuate that in the hospitals
tax legislation we iniroduced, no exemptions
were ablowed.  The Minister cannet show
that there is any comparison helween the
empergeney tax they bave proposed amld fhe
hospituls 11¢ that we snbitiesl. When
the Minizter 1alks about the position in the
Fastern States, he should rewember that
there iz no State  in the  Commonwealth
where work is =0 ranened amd wheve there
s 5o mell broken time as there is in West-
cen Anstralin. No other {Tovernment have
nenle eationed  part-time work their poliey
for all their employees, nor is there any
other State where IThe trades mnions have
adopted rativning a3 pit o their poliey.
It is a vaye thing to find 2 man emploved
o full time,  Yer the Government desive i+
mnpose this drastic taxation that will ul-
versely alleer o grenter portion ot the peo-
ple here than is apparent wpder the taxation
lows of any other State, A one talk falls
on ddeal” ears. and [ hope the people ontside
will anderstand that the emergeney tax is not
being levied by Parlizunent, bur by members
oppusite in theiv Cavens meeings ups=(aivs.
Ministers are trying to tire us out, bui
that will not prevent us from stating our
ease and letfing our viewpoint he known.
Without this tax, alreads the Government
who hoasted that they weve woing to re-
duee taxation have imposed flaxation to
the tune of half a million a vear., Now
they are seeking to impose taxation on
that section of the community least able
te hear it, while jealously protecting the
man who can well afford to pay taxation.
I thought that when it c¢ame to this
clanse. relating to the heavy responsibili-
liex pzople have to boar, we would  have
Beard fromm the Minister, hut he refuses to
da anything wore than inlerject, The
taxafion we imposed was rendering
SPCECeS.

The Minister for Railways:

Ton. A, MeCALLUM: Where is the
service? This tax is not zoing to provide
a <ingle extra day’s work.  Indeed the
Minizster for Works explained to-day that
1,530 men ave to zo off relief work pre-
~entlv, and admitted that no arrange-
wents had vet been made to provide them
with further work. I hope the amend-
ment will he agreed to.

Tle MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1T the

Lon. member Inzists upon fhis he will be

f'or

So iz this.



1368

doing what he says we should not do. This
provides for people Deing taxed on their
ineanes after their returns have heen zsent
in, but it does not apply to wages and
saliiriecdl men.  This deals with ineomes,
and if we do what the hon, member de-
sires it will mean that o nn who has
£1,000 a year will be able to get dedne-
{ions for any insuranee premiums he pays.

Hon. A. MeCallum: You are wrong. We
have dealt with that and we are now deal-
ing with the number of children in a fam-
ily.

“Phe MINISTER FOR LANDS: Suvely
the hon. mernber does not want ty tox the
man on 2ls. a week and exclude the man
on i higger salary. Yet that is what he
woulil do under this.

Hon. A MeCallom: Nothing of the sort,

The MINISTER 1"OR LANDS: On the
arguments submitted by the hon. member
I would not give n man the deductions
that the hen. member would.

Mr. WENNEALLY:  The Minister 1is
simply dawing o ved herring across  the
He rose to deal with payments of

trail.

insnnnee premiums, bhut found he  was
wrong and that the clinse deals \-.'i'th
exemptions Eor children.  Existing  legis-
lation  provides  exemption in  re

spect of children, no matter what the tax-
payer is earning.  All we ask is that the
provision proposing to exclude considera-
{ion for that responsibility be deleted =0
that the man earning a small income will
receive the henefib as well as the man eamn-
ing a high ineome. If the Government desire
to refuse consideration for the maintenanre
of children, they should say so straight out.
It is useless for the Minister for Lands 1o
attempt in lead people to believe that he
wishes to give consideration to the poorer
seetion of the eommunity. Tt is too late for
him to try to do that,

The Minister for Tands: You are al-
tempting to differentiate and T objeet to :r.

Mr, KENNEALLY: God help the poorer
seciion of the community if they have lo
depend on the Minister for Lands for coa-
sideration!

The MINISTER FOR RAILIWAYS: T
Aid not attempt to justify the clanse, Whan
the first proposal was made to strike out one
of the numerals, T explained lhat the iax
wis hased similaly to the hospital tax.
Therefore T was unable to aceept any varia-

[ASSFABLY.]

tiom of the ha=is of the tax. That was a fair
slatement,

Hon. A, MeCallum: Tt was no argument
st all.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: [
did not suggest that it was. If the hon.
mewher wishes to start electioneering m
October instead of in March, he may do =o,
but there is no reazon for falking about
dumb-driven cattle or for foaming at the
mouth.  The tax is designed to rnise a defi-
pite sum of money and is based similarly to
the hospital tax. To allow the exemptions
desired would entirely alter the position, If
the Treasurer on his return finds that he 1=
able to meet the sustained arguments of
nemhers oppasite, the amendments may he
made in another place, hut T am extremely
doubtful of his heing able to do so. The
tax shonld have operated from the 1st Qc-
teber, but it ecannot now eperafe until the
Ist November.

Mr. MEGXEY: I hope the amendineat
will he accepted. Otherwise sustenance anid
otler workers who have large families will
suffer. If the numeral be struck out and
exempiiong are provided, the workers will
rercive consideration, Many men with thehr
families are living in tents and bag hurs,
having either lost or been evieted from their
howmes.  As they receive £2 5. or £2 7s. sus-
tenance, thev will have to pay the tax. To
refuse to deviate from the original proposal
15 monstrews.  The responsihilities of the
taxpayer amdl his eapaciiv to pay should he
eonsidered. T admit the diffienlty of meat-
ing all eases. Sowe worlers, however, have
five children, and it is hard for them (o
carty on.  The sustenanece money is suffi-
cient to provide only food, and the men are
at their wits end to eke out an existence.
The measnre will place an extra impost on
them, whereas the burden needs to bhe
lightened. Tn New South Wales men em-
ployedd an gazetted relief works pay no tax.

T cannot  understand  why the Govern-
ment here do  not exempt sustenance
workers.  Men in the road distriet of whish

the Minister is chairman will be affected.
The same thing applies in all clectorntes.
Many of the workers in the Minister's own
district supported him at the elections
the helief that they would receive mpre em-
plovment nnder the Mitehell  Government
thun under the Labour administration, hut
they have heen sadly disillusioned and ave
paxving for their mistake. This is the last
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sort of tax whirh o House elected by the
pesple s hould impose npon a section of the
people, The Governtient are ont-Heroding
Herod.

Anmcdiment put, and o division taken with
the tollowing pe-nlt—
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Motion put and negatived.

Amendinent pur, anil g division taken with
the tollowing resnlt—

Aves .-
Noes ..
Majority

Mr, Coverley
Mr, Curningham
Mr. Hegner
Miss Holman

NSt

P £
1

1

. MIllington

Nulsen

. Panton

leemin

Aves .. . . .. 18
Noes . . . .. 19
Majorny acain~t .. R |
AVES.
Mr. Coverley Mre. Millinglon
Mr. Cunnipghaw Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Hegney Mr. Panton
Miss Ilolmpn Mr, Bleeman
Ar. Johnson Yo, L L Surith
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Troy
Mr. Lamond Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Marshall Alr. Willcork
Mr. Mefyllum Mr. Wilson
{Teller}
Nous,
Mr, Mo Parkaer
Mr Mr. Pairick
Mr, Chureh Mr. Piesse
Mr. Davy Mr. Richardson
Mr. Frrgusom AMr, Sampson
AMr. Griffiths Mr. Scaddau
Mr, Lathamn My, Thoin
Mr, Lindsay Mr Weils
Mr. 1. W, Mapn Mr, Nerth
Mr, Meblarty (Peller.)
Pamns,
AVEES. OEE,
Mr. Collier Sir . Mitel:h
Mr. qunm-r Mr. Doney
Mr. Withers tooNre o 3L Bmith
Mr. Corboy - ' Mr ) 1 Mann

Smendiemt thus negatived,
VMre, Richardson resumed the Chair)

Hon, M. F. TROY: 1 move an amend-
ment— .

That in Hue 1 of paracraple () the numeral
LI be struek oot
Thi~ refers to dednetions, in the ease of
incowne, at the rate of up to €40 that i
paid ont by the taxpayver for the suppori
of each dependant. 1f taxpavers could he
encourased to provide for their dependant.
in thi= way, the State would he called upon
to pay out far less in =ustenance than is
now being paid.  [f the Government woulil
allow the excmption in the case of this tax,
it would be an cncouragement to the
taxpayers to go on providing this help. The
Bill, on the other hand, callz upon the tax-
payer lo pay tax on the very amount he ix
spending in the support of some dependant.

Me. SLEEMAXN: T move—

TFhat progress bhe reported.

Mr. Jahnson Mre. ) L. Smith
Mr, Kenneally AMr, Troy
Me. Lamonil Mr. Waabraugh
Mr. Marghall Mr., Willcock
Mr, McCallmin Alr. Wilson
{(relt r}
NOEs.
Mr. Angele Mr. McLarty
Mr. Barnard Mr. Parker
Mr, Brown Mr. Palrick
AMre. Chureh Me, Diesse
Mr. Davy My, Sampson
My, Forguson Alr. Seaddan
M. Grifliths Mr. Thorn
Mreo Latham Mr., Wells
Mr, Lindegy Mr, Naorth
Mr. . W. Munn (Teiter.)

Amenbnent thas necatived,

Mr. 7.0 L. SMITIT: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 4 of paragraph (b) the nameral
1) be strack ont,

The provision in guestion exempts from
taxation income dorived from a mining tene-
went.  This awtendment is in no way poli-
tical. The total income derived from a min-
ing tenement s not real income,  Capital
has 1o he expended hefore the ineome is de-
vived, and the expenditure of that eapital
doe~ not establish a rveal, permanent asset,
The sinking of o shaft for the purpose of
getting at volees cannot bhe likened to the
erection of o house or faclorv, or the pur-
chase of stock.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: | wove an amend-

nent—-

Thut in tine 5 of pavagraph (b) the numeral
{13)"7 be struck out.
The provision ol the Land and Income
Tax Assessment Aet referved to in the
amendment relates to the deduction of
ratez and taxes from the mount taxable.
If the amendment be not agreed to, it will
mean that the taxpaver will be taxed on
money he has alveady paid away in taxa-
tion. Nu justifieation eould be advanced
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for such an impost. The amendment is
fair and reasonable.  The Bil is harsh
and arbitrary, and the Government should
not make it more harsh than it need he.
If members on the (iovernment sids of the
House are not entirely dead to every sense
of Jjustice. they will accept the amendment.
We are at least entitled to hear from
them their reasons for nof aceepling it.

The MNPTORNEY GENERAL: T op-
pose the amendment For the same reasons
as those advanced by the member for Mt
Magnet regurding the exemption of the
poorer elass of people frow the tax. It is
irue that the tax does not follow eonven-
tion and the exeuse of the Government—
! oadmit il needs an exense—is the emer-
geney with which we are aced.  If we
make the single man on £l a4 week and
the married man on £2 a week payv the
fax, then [ consider we should cut out the
exemplions allowed those who pay Federal
and State income tax. We must endeaveur
to make the position a little even.  Hav-
ing refused to exempt the men on  the
lower rungs of the finaneial ladder, 1 do
not propose to vote in favour of exempt-
ing the more fortunately situated.

Hon. W, D, Jghnson: Then this is vour
way ol graduating the tax?

The ATTORNEY GENBERAL: DPerhaps
it is not a scientific graduation, but hy the
means we have suggested the tax will ap-
ply more evenly to the wealthier and the
poover sections of the community,

Ton. M. F. Trox:
a man paying tax on
rmd?

The ATTORNEY GENKRAL: Logically,
there is no reason for the exemptions that
already exist in the T.and and Inecome Tax
Assessient Aet.

Hon, M 7. Troy: There ave good rea-
NOIS

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: L do not
tiink so. Taxation should be paid on the
net income that a man rveceives as shown
by his profit and loss aceount, and income
tax is nol an item that should preperly
appear in sueh an aceount.

How can vou justify
taxation already

Opposition  Members: Of course it
should.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T do not
agree. 1f we are to follow (hat to iis

logical conclusion, we would allow as a
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deduetion the tax it is propesed to be
praid on ineome before the tax is fxed.

Hon. A, MeCallum: Ouigoings must be
allowed for, otherwise a man would be
bhankrupt very soon.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As a
matter of faet, the deduetions did not ap-
ply at the ontset except under the Federal
system.  Taxpayers eclaimed that it was
unjust that theyv should be taxed hy the
State on income already fuxed through the
Commonwealth,  Unless we had a system
of that deseription we could not deduet
income tax in order to aseertain what in-
come should he taxed.

Hon., M: 1. Trov: The deduetion is
not on aceount of the tax to he levied this
vear hut applies (o the tax paid last year.

The ATTORNEY GENERAT: Tt does
not waiter: the principle is the same, T
aeeepl the snggestion of the wmemhber for
Gnildrord-Midland and say that the clanse
represents the Government’s  method of
ecipialising natters,

Hon. M. F. TROY: [s it fair that a2 man
should have to pay 444 W the i)n\lﬂﬂ, n
wddition to the othey tases he has to pay.
when he i= receiving only £100 per annnm
and waintaining o wife and family? Tt is
altowethier  unreasonable. Any  prineiple
that compel: the ratepayer to pay taxation
aon money he has alresuly paid in taxes i=
enfirely wreng, i downright robbery. T
am swreprised that  the Altorney  General
shoulil try to justilv it. The onlv principle
ann which the Bill is hased is that of zet-
ting money by any means at all. TF this
tax must be paid by the man on the lopwest
ruiie of the ladder, he should be given every
reasonable examption,  The Bill yepresents
arkitrary and vicions legislation and was de-
sigmed, not in Cabinet, but in a room up-
stairs hy the Nationalist Party, the so-called
party of freedom. Yet lo-night those mem.
hers sl deaf and dumb, pretending they are
not intevested in the fale of their cherished
Bill. [ hope the amendment will be aeveed
to.

Mr. KENNEALLY: This clause deals
with rales and taxes, We might as well in-
troduee a =vstem under which we wonld eali
upon the [armers to pay on the turnover
of their wheat, This is exactly the =zame
principle.

The Aitorney Ceneral: Do you think so?

Mr. KEXNEALLY: Of conrse.
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Fhe Attorney General: T thought
woulid.

My, KENNEALLY : Yere the people are
=hoply agents handling certain money, and
they hand s portion of ii over to the muni-
cipality. Tn the hicome Tax et recognition
is given to the rates and taxes paid to the
municipality, and the amount is exempt Erom
taxation. Now e Bill savs that is wrong
aml that a man will bave 1o pax tax on the
amoeunt he has paid to the municipality in
vades,  Fuppose noman in reecipt of £200 o
veidr pays €1 in pates and taves. Tt is un-
Fair to eompel him (o nayx this rate.

The Mttorney Ceneral: Why?

Me, KENNEALLY: Becausze the man has
not used the money in his own interests. He
ha= really heen the noent through whom the
money has heen hauded to the munieipality.

The Attorney General: For what reason?

AMr. KEXNEALLY : Tor the same reason
that ihe manufacturer would hand over
tes chd faxes on his premises. A mabpu-
facturer is not to he eharvged taxation lon
his turnever.  The husitess premises of a
man who works for his living are his own
home and he should not be charged on rates
amd taxes paid.  One class should not be
sineled out for special tuxation.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result—

vou

Aves . .. . .. 18

Noes .. .. - .10

Muajority aesainst .. o1
AYES.

Mr. Coverley M. Siilington
Mr, Cunninglizim My, Panton

Mr. Heguey - Mr. Sleeman
Miss Hohuan i Mr. F.C. L. Smith

Mr. Johnson ' Mr. Troy
AMlr. Kenneally Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Lamond 1 Mr. Willcork
Mr. Marshall « Mr. Wilson
Mr. MeCallum ' Mr. Nulsen
(Teller.}
NOES,
Mr. Angela " Mr. Mclarty
Mr. Barnard Mr. Parker
Mr. Brown Mr. Patrick
Mr. Church Mr, Piesse
Mr. Davy Mr, Sampson
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Scaddun
Mr. Griffiehs Mr. Thorn
Mr. Latham Mr. Wells
Mr. Lindsay Mr. North
Mr. 5. W Mann {Teller.)
Pans,
Aves. ! NOES
Mr. Collier ' Sir James Mitchatl
Mr. Raphael ¢ Mr. Doney
Mr. Wirhers Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Corboy - Mr. J. 1. Mann

Amendment thus negatived.
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My, SLEEMAN: T move—
That progress be reported.
Motion put and negatived.

Mr. KENXXEALLY:
ment—

T move an amenl-

That in line 6 of paeagraph (W) the numeral

£4016) 77 be struck out,
Thiz applies to the exemption for coniribu-
tions to charitable institutions, ete.  Ap-
peals macde recently for eharitable instito-
tions have heen fairly sueccesstnl.  The Min-
ister mentioned earlier in the evening that
there must he plenty of money about, and
instanced in support of his statement the
suceess of the eancer appeal, Much of that
money came from the poor peopie, who re-
cownised the need for combating the cuneer
scourge,

The Minister for Railwaws:
rive?

Mr. KENNFALLY: A sam of £10,000
was raised,

The Sinister for Railways: And lo raise
it they ntraduced every form of gambling
in the calendar.

Mr. KENNEALLY: There was a fair
proportion of direct giving. Had the Min-
ister vidden on the trams when the trammies
made their onslaught. he would have veeou-
nised that fact. The provision in the mea-
sure must discourage the giving of eontri-
butions te charitable institufions.

Ar. Sleeman drew attention to the stare
of the Cenmittee.

Did  thev

Ouarnm formed.

12 Welock. midnicht,

Mr. KENNEALLY:
encouraged to ronfribute to charitahle
stitutions,

Mr. Sampson: That spivit should be ¢
onragedl.

My, KENXEALLY: Then the hon. mem-
her should support the amendment, hecausge
i€ it i3 not carried people who are making
these contributions will he taxed upon what
thev give. All the efforts that have heen
made to encourage free giving of this kind
will he =et at nanght unless the Bill i3
amended in the direction indicated.

Ar. SLEEMAX: T am surprised that the
Ainister haz not accepted ihis amendment.

People should he
in-
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""p to the present we have not been allowed
to dot an “i” or eross a “t.” Tt is strange
that the Government shonld not he preparad
to encourage the making of donations &
charitable institutions. 1f this Bill and
others of the kind o through T venture in
foreeast that all voluntary giving will he-
come a thing of the past.

Hon. M, P. TROY: T support the amend-
ment.  Considevalle sums of money are still
Leing given to charity and these are of great
assistance to the community as well as 1o
the Government. Nothing should be done
to dry np the stream of giving. No tax is
payable in respect of income earned outside
Western Australia; therefore people deriv-
ing such ineomes will pay no tax under the
Rill.  Althongh they have made their money
in Western Australia, they have been un-
putriotic enough fo invest it abroad. To
exempt those people while exacting payment
from others, who ought to be protected, is
most unfair. This is the most unfair measure
T have ever known to he introdueed inte this
Chamber.

Amendinent put, and a division tnken with
the following result—

Ayes .. . . .. 18
Noes .- .. .. .. 19
Majority against .. P |
AYES.
Mr. Coverley Mr. Millinglon
Mr. Quaningham Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Hegney Mr. Panrion
Miss Holman Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Jahnson Mr. F. (. L. Siith
Mr, Kenuneally Mr. Troy
Mr. Lamond Mr. Wansbhraugh
Mr. Marshall Mr. Willeock
Mr. MceCallum A, Wilson
(Teller.}
NOES,
Mr, Angelo Mr, MeLary
Mr. Barnard Mr. Parker
Mr. Brown Mr. Patrick
Mr. Church Mr. Picsse
Mr. Davy Mr. Sampson
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Scaddan
My, Grifliths Mr, Tharn
Mr. Latham Mr. Wells
Mr. Lindsay Ar. Nocih
Mr. H. W, Mann : (Teller.)
PaIRs.
Avis. NoEes,
Mr. Collier Sir James Mitchelt
Mr. Raphael Mr. Doney
Mr, Witkery Mr, J. M. Smith
Mr. Corboy « Mr, J. I Mann

Amendment thus negatived.
Clanse put and passed.

Clauses 6, 7—agreed to.
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Clavse 8—Tax in vespeei of companies:

Hon. M. F. TROY: T ake it that the in-
suranee companies will have ta pay this tax
on premiums. 1t will he passed on to the
unforfunate insurers,

"The Minister for Railways: On new in-
sUTANCes,

Hon. M. F. TROY: Of course. Thu
farmer insuring lis erop will have to pay
this. I ask that the Minister agrec to post-
pone the clause for reeonsideration.

The MINISTER FOR RATLIWAYS: I
cannot agree to postpone the clanse, which
is em abl fours with the basis of the hospital
tax.

Hon. P. Colilier: This is the result of a
bad precedent.

Clause put and passed.

Clause Y—Tax i respeet of salary ov
wilges

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have already agreed to an amendment to
strike out all reference to “married per-
son'’ and we have provided for the exemp-
lion ol any person with dependants. We
still have to amend the clanse by deleting
relerence to marvied persons, Quor atten-
tion has heen drawn to the fact that por-
tion of Subclanse 4 is ultra vives the Com-
monweatth Constitution. That subclause
refers fo tax payable under the Bill in re-
speet of salary or wages received by any
person iu the serviee of the Commonwenlth
Government, being collected by the paying
officer on behalf of the Commissioner when
silaries or wages are veceived. That
means that under a State Aet we will im-
pase an obligation on a Commonwealth offi-
cer to deduct o State tax in respect of
moneys pavable by the Commonwealth to
a Commonwealth officer. That is vltra vires
and T move an amendment—

That in line 3 of Subelause 4 the words ¢ of
the Commonwenll ar’? he struck aut.

Later on T propose to move a new sub-
clavse that will embody an arrangement re-
specting which we have an assurance from
the Prime Minister that he will he prepared
ta have it carried out.

Hon. P, Collier: What s the position re-
garding the hospital tax?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Rather than have the tax declaved ultea
vires, the Commonwealth Government en-
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tered into an arvangement to overcome the
diffieulty. Probably becanse of that the
Parlinmentary draftsman framed the sub-
¢lanse as it appears in the Bill. The Fede-
ral Government do not desive that and it
bas to be admitted that it is wrong. We
congider it hetter to amend the Bill aceord-
ingly.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
move an amendment—

That u new subwlanse, to stand as Sub-
clanse 5 be inserted as  follows:—"'{3)
The Governor may arrange with the Gover-
uor Gensral of the Commonwealth that the
tax payable under this Act in respect of
salary or wages received by any persons in
the service of the Government of the Com-
monwerlth shall be deducted out of the
periedical payments of salary or wages of
thosc persons by the officer of the Commen-
wealth paying the same, and shall be paid
to the Commissioner in such manner and at
such times as are provided by the arrange-
ment.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. PANTON: Is it proposed to collect
the tax with another stamp or to collect
it with one stamp valued at 6d.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
cannot say definitely. I understand the
offfieizls are endeavouring to work out a
bagis on which the one stamp will meet
the dual requirements. That is why we
do not want a departure from the principle
of imposing the tax so that one stamp
may be used, but T am not certain that it
can be done.

Mr. Panton: If you can maintain the
one prineiple yon should be able to use
the one stamp.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have already struck ount reference to mar-
ried persons and inecluded provision for
persons with dependants. The words “mar-
ried person” oecur several times and I move
an amendment—

That the words ‘‘married person’’ where-
ever they appear in Subelanse 5 be deleted
and the words ‘‘person who is entitled to

exemption under paragraph (d)} of Section 4
of this Aect’’ be inserted in leu.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: References to £52 ap-
pear in several places in the subclause. Witl
it not be necessary to amend the sub-
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clause by deleting those references to make
it conform te an earlier amendment,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
will have the matter looked into by the
Parliamentary Draftsman and, if neces-
sary, we will have it amended in another
place.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 10 to 15—agreed to.
Clause 16—Appeals:

Mr., SLEEMAN: What is the meaning
of subelause 29

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
means that the rules that apply under the
Land and Income Tax Assessment Aect
will apply also under this measure.

Clause pui and passed.

Title:

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Title is a misno-
mer, for clearly the purpose of the Bill

is to reduce the deficit, I move an amend-
ment—

That ‘‘finoneial emergency tax’’ be struck
out and ‘‘defieit reduction tax'’ jinserted ip
lieu.

Amendment put and negatived,

Title put and passed.

Bill reported with amendments.

Honse adjourned at 12.37 a.m.



